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The Glories of Heaven
Revelation 21:10-22:5
Annual Theme: Build Carefully (1 Corinthians 3:10-15)
Context
· John the apostle, author of the fourth gospel and three epistles, writes Revelation.  He is the last surviving apostle, and an old man, in exile on the small, barren island of Patmos. He was banished there because of his faithful preaching of the gospel (1:9). 
· While there, he receives a series of visions that laid out the future history of the world. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Revelation means “an uncovering, and unveiling, or a disclosure.” It reveals or unveils Christ in His glory.  It provides truths about Him and his final victory.  
· By the time we get to Rev 21, a number of things have passed:
· The rapture of the church
· The period of the tribulation—major judgment on the earth with death and destruction
· The battle of Armageddon is over
· The “Day of the Lord” and all its destruction has ended
· The thousand-year millennial kingdom
· The great white throne judgement 
· Satan thrown into the Lake of Fire along with all the unredeemed who have ever lived
· Heaven and earth have been uncreated
· The final two chapters of the book (and of scripture) give us a glimpse of the holy city, new Jerusalem. 

John 14:2—In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.
3 realities of the New Jerusalem 
I. The External design
A. Its glory is God
Revelation 21:11—having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.
Exodus 40:34-35—Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.
B. Its foundation
Revelation 21:12-14—It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on the south and three gates on the west. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
1. 12 gates built on the foundation of the 12 tribes of Israel
Hebrews 11:8-10—By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
2. 12 walls built on the foundation of the twelve apostles
Ephesians 2:17-22—And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
C. Its dimensions
Revelation 21:15-17—The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and height are equal. 17 And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic measurements.
1. The shape is a cube—not unlike the Most Holy Place in the Temple 
1 Kings 6:19-20—Then he prepared an inner sanctuary within the house in order to place there the ark of the covenant of the Lord. The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits in length, twenty cubits in width, and twenty cubits in height, and he overlaid it with pure gold. He also overlaid the altar with cedar.
2. The glory of God fills the city
D. Its splendor
1. v. 18—The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.
2. v. 19—foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone.  
3. v. 21—each of the 12 gates were a single pearl. 
II. The Internal glory
A. The light of His glory
Revelation 21:22-23—I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
Isaiah 60:1-4—Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold, darkness will cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes round about and see; they all gather together, they come to you. Your sons will come from afar, and your daughters will be carried in the arms. 
Isaiah 60:11-12—Your gates will be open continually; they will not be closed day or night, so that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in procession. For the nation and the kingdom which will not serve you will perish, and the nations will be utterly ruined.
Isaiah 60:19—No longer will you have the sun for light by day,
Nor for brightness will the moon give you light;
But you will have the LORD for an everlasting light,
And your God for your glory.
1 Timothy 6:13-16—I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the proper time—He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen. 
B. Nations will walk in its light and bring their glory (vv 24, 26)
C. Citizens are those whose name is written in the Lamb’s book of life (v27)
III. All designed to glorify God
A. We are made in His image
Genesis 1:26—Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
B. He give eternal life and continual blessing 
Revelation 22:2—…in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 
C. We shall forever serving Him
Revelation 22:3—There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; 
D. We are holy and identified as His 
Revelation 22:4—they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.
Cf. Exodus 33:20-23
E.  We will reigning with Him
Revelation 22:5—And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign forever and ever. 
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