

The Gospel of John:
Complete Devotion vs Extreme Hatred
John 12:1-11
Context
There have always been various reactions to Jesus.  That has been the case since His public ministry started.  It was true then; it is true today.  His life divides human destiny.  

John 8:24—Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.

Luke 12:51—Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division;

Luke 2:34—And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed

Like no one else, Jesus Christ evokes the antithetical extremes of love and hate, devotion and rejection, worship and blasphemy, and faith and unbelief.  How people respond to Him divides the sheep from the goats; the wheat from the tares; believers from unbelievers; the saved from the lost.[footnoteRef:2]  We will see five different reactions in the first verses in our text this morning.   [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 2. ] 


5 reactions to Jesus
The service of Martha
John 12:2—So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him.
Martha is serving a meal to honor the Lord Jesus at Simon (the “former” leper’s) home 

It was the main long leisurely meal of the day
They would recline at a U-shaped table
The purpose was to express their love and gratitude for His miracle of Simon and Lazarus

Matthew 26:6— Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper

Mark 14:3—While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His head.

Jesus must have healed Simon as well 

Leviticus 13:45—As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’

Martha was a server (Luke 10:38-42)

It was primarily focused on Jesus
It was motivated by loving gratitude
This is how she knows to honor the Lord

Matthew 23:11-12—But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and who- ever humbles himself shall be exalted.

Romans 12:1—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Galatians 5:13— For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

Colossians 3:24— knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 

Luke 22:27—For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who serves.

The Lord honors faithful service to Him

John 12:26—If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

The love demonstrated by Mary 
John 12:3—Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

Her actions were a lavish display of her love and gratitude
In addition to her own gratitude for the forgiveness of her Savior, she had her brother whom Jesus had just brought back from the dead.  Having freely received, she freely gave.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  JC Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels, John, vol 2, 224.] 

She takes a pound of pure nard
Nard—a fragrant oil extracted from the root and spike (“spikenard”) of a plant native to the mountains of northern India. 
Worth over 300 denarii—It was expensive because of it had to be imported 

Mark 14:5—For this perfume might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they were scolding her. 

The cost was roughly a year’s wage
It was in an expensive container (alabaster vial)

Poured it on his head and anointed His feet

Matthew 26:7—a woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at the table. 

Mark 14:3—While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His head.

She wipes His feet with her hair
Washing another’s feet to a Jew was degrading

John 1:27— It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”

The disciples would not do it (John 13:1-15)
Yet Jesus did it

A woman letting her hair down would have been scandalous
Respectable women did no such thing
Considered indecent

The house was filled with the fragrance
The details are not lost
Regardless of the cost or her reputation
The measure of her love was total abandonment to the Lord

The result was what the Lord says will always be a memorial

Mark 14:9—Truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her.”

The hypocrisy of Judas

John 12:4-8—But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, *said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 7 Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 8 For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.”

Judas Iscariot
He was a disciple—an insider
He was intending to betray Him (a fact that would almost always accompany his name)
He was trusted; he was the money keeper

Matthew 26:24— The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”

He appeared to be generous and philanthropic
Why was this not sold and given to the poor?
These are the first words recorded in scripture from Judas
His last: “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” Matt 27:4  
He was expecting a political earthly messianic kingdom
As such, he’d receive an exalted position
That dream seems to have been crushed
The leaders were planning to kill Him
Jesus Himself indicates He will die
The Galilean crowds sought to make Him king; Jesus refused
Now disillusioned, he seeks to get something out of the deal

So much money that wasn’t now otherwise accessible to him

A cold heart and a stingy hand will generally go together —JC Ryle[footnoteRef:4]
 [4:  Ibid, 225.] 

Apparently, it was persuasive enough to have the other disciples join in

Matthew 26:8-9—But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, “Why this waste? 9 For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor.” 

Mark 14:4-5— But some were indignantly remarking to one another, “Why has this perfume been wasted? 5 For this perfume might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they were scolding her. 

He was a greedy thief and murderous traitor

John 6:70-71—Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?” 71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.

He might be the greatest example of missed opportunity ever

Acts 1:25b—… Judas turned aside to go to his own place.

Jesus defended Mary; rebuked the others
She did not sell the perfume (as they had hoped) 
Instead, it was intended to be kept for the day of his burial

She did it to prepare Him for burial

Mark 14:8—She has done what she could; she has anointed My body beforehand for the burial.
Not at this moment, but prophetically as a symbol of His soon coming death and burial
Part of any death was to anoint at death
It likely had far greater reality than she realized at the time

You always have the poor with you
Should we care for the poor, yes (Deuteronomy 15:11)
Keep the priority straight 
Opportunities to help the poor abound; showing affection in this way to Jesus physically was short lived (less than a week away)

Judas was rebuked (as were they all)
There could have been repentance and forgiveness received
Or pridefully sin and fall into a greater betrayal

He chooses poorly and immediately went to betray Christ

Mark 14:10-11— Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests in order to betray Him to them. 11 They were glad when they heard this, and promised to give him money. And he began seeking how to betray Him at an opportune time.

The indifferent large crowd of Jews 
John 12:9—The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead.

Large crowd of the Jews
They were coming from Jerusalem 
There because of the Passover

Coming to see Jesus and Lazarus
They were curious
They were not hostile at this point
Neither were they supportive

Revelation 3:16—So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 
Matthew 12:30—He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters.

They hail Him on Palm Sunday and cry for His death days later

The aggression of the Jewish leaders 

John 12:10-11—But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death also; 11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away and were believing in Jesus.

They had earlier determined to put Him to death

John 11:53— So from that day on they planned together to kill Him.

Now they plot to kill Lazarus

His very existence threatened the Jewish Leaders
Many were believing in Christ because of him

John 11:48—If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 

There was no doubting the extraordinary miracle
He was a direct affront to the Sadducees lack of belief in resurrection (Cf. Matthew 22:23)
Destroy the evidence; remove the treat
Kill Jesus; Kill Lazarus.  Thus does evil grow.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, 582.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Love Him or hate Him, Jesus divides people.  These five people/ groups of people landed somewhere in that continuum and their eternal destiny was sealed in response to Him—from extreme love and devotion to visceral hatred and self-serving greed and everywhere in between.  The scripture is clear: there is salvation in no other name other than Jesus Christ.

Acts 4:12—And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.


