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The Gospel of John:
Sola Fide
John 3:11-21
Context
One of the glorious truths of a gracious, forgiving God is His work of salvation to the sinner.  We all stand guilty before a holy, righteous Judge (Ps 7:11-12; 2 Tim 4:8).  Since the fall of Adam, Satan has propagated the notion that people can come to God on their own terms.  False religion has advanced that notion repeatedly.  But that road is broad and leads to destruction (Matt 7:13).  The scripture makes it abundantly clear that unregenerate people cannot save themselves; they have no capacity in and of themselves to merit God’s favor or have a righteousness that is sufficient to appease God’s standard.  They are dead in their trespasses and sin (Eph 2:1).  Only the gracious gift of God’s radical transformation (2 Cor 5:17) in regeneration can impart spiritual life to the spiritually dead.  
Equally true is the need to believe by faith in the only provision of God to forgive one of their sins and provide the free gift of eternal life.  Unless you “confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom 10:9). Unrepentant unbelief is the sin that ultimately condemns all lost sinners (Matt 12:31-32).  
3 reasons why we must believe 
I. Unbelief blinds us from seeing
John 3:11-12—Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our testimony. 12 If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
A. Nicodemus does not believe
1 Corinthians 2:14—But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
Romans 1:18-21—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth [l]in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
“There are two sides to Nicodemus’s unbelief.  Intellectually, while he acknowledged Jesus to be a teacher sent from God (3:2), he was unwilling to accept Him as God. Spiritually, he was very reluctant to admit that he himself was a helpless sinner, since that was unthinkable for proud members of the Pharisees, the self-righteous, self-confessed religious elite of Israel.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John MacArthur, John 1:11, p. 102.] 

B. Ignorance is the product of unbelief
II. Belief results in eternal life

John 3:13-17—No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 
A. Jesus comes down from heaven
Proverbs 30:4—Who has ascended into heaven and descended?
Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name or His son’s name? Surely you know!
John 1:18—No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
John 6:46—Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.
John 11:23-24—Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
Matthew 27:52-53—The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
2 Corinthians 12:2—I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 
John 6:33—For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world.”
B. An OT type of Christ’s sacrificial death on a cross
Numbers 21:5-9
Whoever looks in faith alone to the crucified Christ will be cured from sins’ deadly bite and will in Him have eternal life.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid, p. 114.] 


C. The indescribable gift

Titus 3:4-7—But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

Romans 5:8—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

1 John 4:10—In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

III. [bookmark: _GoBack]Unbelief produces judgment and condemnation

John 3:18-21—He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”

Romans 8:1, 33-34—Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus… Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

Ps 32:1-2—How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered! 2 How blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit!

Saving faith goes beyond mere intellectual assent to the facts of the gospel and includes self-denying trust in and submission to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 10:9—that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 

Luke 9:23-25—And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 24 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 25 For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself?

John 14:6—Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

Our response—BELIEVE

Solus Christus (Christ alone)
Sola gratia (grace alone)
Sola fide (faith alone)
Sola scriptura (Scripture alone)
Soli Deo gloria (glory to God alone)
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