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[bookmark: _GoBack]Friend Request – the Art of Real Friendships
When You Give and Receive Nothing in Return[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Steve Viars] 


Matthew 26:35 - Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.” All the disciples said the same thing too.

3 occasions that will test your ability to be a friend with new life coursing through your veins

2 Corinthians 5:17 - If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

Ephesians 1:18-20 - I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know…what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead…
I. Embrace New Life When Your Friend Hurts You
A. The treachery of Judas
1. While Jesus was still speaking about the importance of prayer
2. Judas was “one of the twelve”
3. Marshaled all his human resources to ensure he would win the fight
Matthew 26:47 - Judas…came up accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief priests and elders of the people.
verse 48 - “he who was betraying Him…”
4. The most hypocritical greeting imaginable
a. Hail
b. Rabbi
c. The kiss
katephilesev – “kissed him fervently”
B. The controlled response of the Savior
Matthew 26:50 - And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you have come for.” 
C. The significance of living vertically
1 Corinthians 10:31 - Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control…
II. Embrace New Life When Your Friend Deserts You
A. Peter’s magnificent yet pathetic act
“After repeated warnings of defection, Peter may have felt that the crucial test of loyalty had arrived.  His is magnificent and pathetic—magnificent because he rushes in to defend Jesus with characteristic courage and impetuousness, pathetic because his courage evaporates when Jesus undoes Peter’s damage, forbids violence, and faces the Passion without resisting.” (D.A.Carson, Matthew, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, p. 547)
Luke 22:51 - But Jesus answered and said, “Stop! No more of this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.
B. Power is often best demonstrated when you choose not to use it
Matthew 26:53 - Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?
C. Jesus chose to be gracious to someone who had no ability/intent of doing so in return
Ephesians 4:16 - from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
III. Embrace New Life When Your Friend Disappoints You
A. These were some of the same people who had listened to Him teach the Word
Matthew 26:55 - At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me.”
B. Now they were watching Him live the Word
Matthew 26:56 - But all this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.
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