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Jesus Taught Us to Change, Hebrews 13:1-25 
“The world takes its notion of God most of all from those who say they belong to God’s family. They read us a great deal more than they read the Bible. They see us; they only hear about Jesus Christ.” ‐ Alexander Maclaren 
Matthew 5:16 ‐ Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
Philippians 2:14‐15 ‐ …prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 
Titus 2:7‐8 ‐ in all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, sound in speech which is beyond reproach, so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us. 
1 Peter 2:13‐17 ‐ Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 
6 specific areas in which God wants His children to change: 
I. Selflessness – Brotherly Love 
Hebrews 13:1 ‐ Let love of the brethren continue. 
A. What it is 
“philadelphia” – pileo – tender affection, adelphos – brother 
“caring for fellow Christians more than we care for ourselves…” 
B. Reveals to the world that we belong to Christ 
John 13:35 ‐ “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

C. Initiated by God Himself 
1 Thessalonians 4:9‐10 ‐ Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 
Ephesians 4:3 ‐ being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
D. In practical ways 
1 John 3:17 ‐ But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 
1 John 3:18 ‐ Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 
E. Must be a constant emphasis 
13:1 ‐ Continue in brotherly love… 
1 Peter 1:22 ‐ Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 
F. In spite of our differences 
Romans 12:10 ‐ Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 
Philippians 2:3‐4 ‐ Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
G. Is a delight to God 
Psalm 133:1 ‐ Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity! 
II. Sacrifice for Strangers – Hospitality 
Hebrews 13:2 ‐ Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it. 
A. Cultural reason 
B. Natural extension of our love 
Galatians 6:10 ‐ So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. 
Leviticus 19:34 ‐ The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God. 
C. Even for our enemies 
Matthew 5:43‐44 ‐ You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
D. You never know 
1. An angel may be involved 
Hebrews 13:2 ‐ …for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it. 
2. Jesus is certainly involved 
Matthew 25:40 ‐ …Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 
III. Sympathy for Prisoners 
Hebrews 13:3 ‐ Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill‐treated, since you yourselves also are in the body. 
A. In their context 
B. Key mindset 
“as though in prison with them” 
Proverbs 30:15 ‐ The leech has two daughters, “Give,” “Give.” 
IV. Sexual Purity 
Hebrews 13:4 ‐ Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 
“marriage bed” – Koita – coitus – sexual intercourse 
A. Sexual relations within marriage are honorable and holy 
1 Corinthians 7:4‐5 ‐ The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Stop depriving one another… 
B. Sexual relations outside of marriage are displeasing to God and will be judged by Him 
1 Thessalonians 4:3‐8 ‐ For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. So, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you. 
V. Satisfaction and Contentment 
Hebrews 13:5 ‐ Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have… 
1 Timothy 6:9‐10 ‐ But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
Hebrews 13:5 ‐ Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you” 
VI. Submission to Authority in the Church 
A. Remember your leaders ‐ v. 7 
Hebrews 13:7 ‐ Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 
B. Submit to them 
Hebrews 13:17 ‐ Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
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