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Introduction:
· Paul wrote this letter to a church riddled with problems.  
· This section of his letter deals with “the foolishness of God.”   It gives a contrast between the foolishness of men (which men think is wisdom) and the wisdom of God (which man thinks is foolishness). It contrasts human wisdom with divine wisdom. 

3 Truths Regarding Wisdom
I. Which wisdom to follow?
A. For the Corinthians 
1 Corinthians 1:22—For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom
2 Timothy 3:7—always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
B. For a biblical understanding 
Isaiah 55:8-9—For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are our ways My ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
Psalm 50:21—You thought that I was just like you…
C. For you and me
Proverbs 14:12—There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death. 
D. For all because of the outcome
Proverbs 16:25—There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death. 
Genesis 3:6—When the woman saw that the tree was…desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 
Genesis 4:23-24—Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, listen to my voice, you wives of Lamech, give heed to my speech, for I have killed a man for wounding me; and a boy for striking me; If Cain is avenged sevenfold, then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.” 
James 1:14-15—But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 
Proverbs 16:25—There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.
E. This right choice will lead to great hope
Psalm 19:7—The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
1 Corinthians 1:27-29—but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before God. 
II. Why choose God’s Wisdom?
A. Because it is permanent 

1 Corinthians 1:18-20—For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,
“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.”
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
1 Corinthians 1:19-20—For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
Isaiah 40:8—The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever. 
B. Because it is redemptive
1 Corinthians 1:21—For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 
C. Because it is powerful
1 Corinthians 1:24—but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
1 Corinthians 1:25—Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
III. Rightly boasting in God alone
1 Corinthians 1:29—so that no man may boast before God. 
1 Corinthians 1:31—so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
Jeremiah 9:23-24—Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the Lord. 
1 Corinthians 1:30—But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption
Conclusion:
At the end of the day, each of us will need to determine which path we will choose—the wisdom of man or the wisdom of God.  Our confidence and assurance should only come from the God who is our Maker and Redeemer.  Choose well this day whom you will serve.  
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