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 The Gospel of John: THE Messiah
John 20:31
Context
At the beginning as well as the end of John’s gospel account, he gives us a prologue on the identity of Jesus Christ.  

John 1:1-5—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

John 20:30-31—Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

John wants you to believe based on the evidence and from the facts presented, to believe in His name and receive life.  That brings the essential element of faith as a necessary part of salvation. One must believe in the person and work of Christ on their behalf to know Life.  

But what specifically is John telling us that we must believe?  Answer: that Jesus is THE CHRIST.  But what does that mean?

Contrary to what some believe, “Christ” is not Jesus’ last name.  It is a title.  Christ (NT term) is equivalent to the word Messiah (OT term/word).  

John 1:41—He [Andrew] found first his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which translated means Christ). 

In the Old Testament, the Messiah is prophesied.  In the New Testament, the Christ comes.  Christ is a familiar term to us as it is used 529 times in the NT.  However, I would guess that many Christians could not give a full answer to the question of what it means.
Jesus is THE Christ; He is THE Messiah
I. The term: Messiah
A. Messiah (Hebrew, verb)—“to spread a liquid over”
1. As a common practice of covering things, it is a word use often in ancient literature
2. i.e. to paint (cover) your house
Jeremiah 22:14—Who says, ‘I will build myself a roomy house With spacious upper rooms, And cut out its windows, Paneling it with cedar and painting it bright red.’
3. Etymology—It came to mean “to anoint”
4. Specifically in the OT, to anoint (spread olive oil) on a person or an object to set it/them apart
5. It came to mean: “to set apart for spiritual usage, to consecrate, to identify as sacred, to take it out of the secular and set apart for God.”
a. Tabernacle
Exodus 40:9—Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and shall consecrate it and all its furnishings; and it shall be holy. 
b. The priesthood
Exodus 29:4-7—Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the doorway of the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 5 You shall take the garments, and put on Aaron the tunic and the robe of the ephod and the ephod and the breastpiece, and gird him with the skillfully woven band of the ephod; 6 and you shall set the turban on his head and put the holy crown on the turban. 7 Then you shall take the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him.
6. There were many “messiahs” in the Old Testament who were part of God’s kingdom (theocratic kingdom) that were set apart
a. They were representatives of God
b. They were to act on His behalf
c. They were identified, and then set apart by the anointing of oil
d. “anointed one” (used 39x in the OT)
B. “messiahs” represented various OT offices
1. Priests—Aaron and his sons
2. Prophets—Elijah and many other OT prophets
3. Kings (most widely used, 28x)—Saul, David, Solomon
C. However, none of these OT persons was ever called 
1. The Messiah
2. The Savior
3. The Lord
D. Those titles were used in the NT to refer to Jesus Christ alone
1. Jesus is the consummate of each of those offices
2. He sums up all that God required of each respective office
3. He acts perfectly in each office—The Prophet, The Great High Priest, and The King of kings
II. The office: Messiah
A. Divinely chosen by God
1. To act on behalf of God, the person was divinely chosen
2. It couldn’t be self-designated
3. Divine calling
a. If you were a king of Israel, it was because God appointed you a king
b. If you were a prophet, it was because God appointed you a prophet
c. If you were a priest, it was because God appointed you a priest
4. To enter into an office without God’s calling had consequences
5. To cross over into another office not designated by God likewise had severe consequences
6. The office of the King
Deuteronomy 17:14-15—When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, and you possess it and live in it, and you say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,’ 15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses, one from among your countrymen you shall set as king over yourselves; you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who is not your countryman. 
1 Samuel 9:15-17—Now a day before Saul’s coming, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel saying, 16 “About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over My people Israel; and he will deliver My people from the hand of the Philistines. For I have regarded My people, because their cry has come to Me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD [d]said to him, “Behold, the man of whom I spoke to you! This one shall rule over My people.” 
1 Samuel 16:1-5, 10-13—Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king for Myself among his sons.” 2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? When Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 You shall invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for Me the one whom I designate to you.” 4 So Samuel did what the LORD said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came trembling to meet him and said, “Do you come in peace?” 5 He said, “In peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” He also consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice…. Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the children?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah.
7. The office of Priest
Deuteronomy 18:1,2, 5—“The Levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no portion or inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the LORD’S offerings by fire and His portion. 2 They shall have no inheritance among their countrymen; the LORD is their inheritance, as He promised them. … 5 For the LORD your God has chosen him and his sons from all your tribes, to stand and serve in the name of the LORD forever.
Numbers 3:3—These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, whom he ordained to serve as priests. 
8. The office of prophet
Jeremiah 1:1-2, 4-10—The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his  reign…. 4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 6 Then I said, “Alas, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to  peak, Because I am a youth.” 7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ Because everywhere I send  you, you shall go, And all that I command you, you shall speak. 8 “Do not be afraid of them, For I am with you to deliver you,” declares the LORD. 9 Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me, “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. 10 “See, I have appointed you this day over the nations  and over the kingdoms, To pluck up and to break down, To destroy and to overthrow, To build and to plant.”

B. Divine authority to rule in the place of God
1. As king
2 Samuel 12:7-9a —Nathan then said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘It is I who anointed you king over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I also gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your care, and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added to you many more things like these! 9 Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight?
2 Samuel 23:1-3—Now these are the last words of David. David the son of Jesse declares, The man who was raised on high declares, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel, 2 “The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, And His word was on my tongue. 3 “The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, ‘He who rules over men righteously, Who rules in the fear of God
2. As priest
Deuteronomy 17:8-13—“If any case is too difficult for you to decide, between one kind of homicide or another, between one kind of lawsuit or another, and between one kind of assault or another, being cases of dispute in your courts, then you shall arise and go up to the place which the LORD your God chooses. 9 So you shall come to the Levitical priest or the judge who is in office in those days, and you shall inquire of them and they will declare to you the verdict in the case. 10 You shall do according to the terms of the verdict which they declare to you from that place which the LORD chooses; and you shall be careful to observe according to all that they teach you. 11 According to the terms of the law which they teach you, and according to the verdict which they tell you, you shall do; you shall not turn aside from the word which they declare to you, to the right or the left. 12 The man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to serve the LORD your God, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel. 13 Then all the people will hear and be afraid, and will not act presumptuously again.
3. As prophet
Jeremiah 1:9—Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the LORD said to me, “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.
Haggai 1:12-13—Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him. And the people showed reverence for the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke by the commission of the LORD to the people saying, “‘I am with you,’ declares the LORD.” 
C. They were divinely empowered for service
1. As king
1 Samuel 16:13—Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah.
2. As priests
2 Chronicles 24:20—Then the Spirit of God [l]came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest; and he stood above the people and said to them, “Thus God has said, ‘Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD and do not prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, He has also forsaken you.’”
3. As prophets
Ezekiel 2:1-2—Then He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet that I may speak with you!” 2 As He spoke to me the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet; and I heard Him speaking to me.
Micah 3:8—On the other hand I am filled with power— With the Spirit of the LORD—And with justice and courage To make known to Jacob his rebellious act, Even to Israel his sin.
Luke 1:15—For he [JTB] will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.
III. The person: Messiah
A. Jesus fulfills each of these offices 
1. He is divinely chosen
2. Sent from the Father with all authority 
3. Given power from on high by the Spirit 
John 1:41—He [Andrew] found first his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which translated means Christ). 

[which means they were looking]
Cf. Ps 2

Acts 2:36—Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.

4:24-28—And when they heard this, they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, “O Lord, it is You who MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH AND THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS IN THEM, 25 who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Your servant, said, ‘WHY DID THE GENTILES RAGE, AND THE PEOPLES DEVISE FUTILE THINGS? 26 ‘THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TOOK THEIR STAND, AND THE RULERS WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS CHRIST.’ 27 For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose predestined to occur. 
B. Jesus is THE Mediator

1 Timothy 2:5—For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]All messianic offices were mediating offices (go-between)

2. Messiah means mediator

3. Q23: “What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer? Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in His estate of humiliation and exaltation.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The Westminster Standards with Video and Audio Teaching Resources] 


a. Prophet—because we do not know God, man needs to receive revelation from God

i. Man needs an understanding of who God is and what He requires of us
ii. Jesus came from the Father to perfectly reveal His father and His Father’s plan of salvation

b. Priest—because sin has separated us from God, man needs to be reconciled to God 

Is 59:2—But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.

i. Sin has separated us from God
ii. Sin does not allow us to approach God
iii. Sin has left us ignorant of God
iv. Jesus is not only the one who brings the sacrifice
v. He is the sacrifice
vi. He brings us to God to reconcile us to a Holy God

c. King—the rule of God on earth; He rules for God and is God

i. When man fell in sin, came under the power of the enemy (Satan).  And he holds man throughout his life in bondage. 
ii. Man needs a king to reign, to subdue and conquer Satan and every other enemy of his soul and free us
iii. We need a new King.  And we get One in Jesus Christ

4. God, knowing our desperate need and His holy requirements, graciously provides exactly what is required
John 6:36-40—But I said to you that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”

John 17:1-3—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

C. Empowered by the Holy Spirit

Luke 3:22— and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out of heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”

Luke 4:1— Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around [a]by the Spirit in the wilderness 

Luke 4:14—And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.

1. He is the perfect King

Ephesians 1:19-23— and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Colossians 1:16-17—For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

Philippians 2:10-11—so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2. He is the perfect High Priest

Hebrews 2:17-18—Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.

Hebrews 3:1—Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession

Hebrews 7:24-25—but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently. 25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Hebrews 9:14—how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
3. He is the perfect Prophet

Hebrews 1:1-2—God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. 

Deuteronomy 18:15,18—The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him… 18 I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 

Conclusion
Jesus Christ is THE Messiah. Without such an acknowledgment, there is no eternal life.  We know this because the testimony of Scripture gives us all that we need to know about Him. He is anticipated in the Old Testament.  He is validated in the New Testament.  All of Scripture testifies to His person and work.  We must “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31b).
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