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Key Text
Jn 14:28-31—You heard that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it happens, you may believe. 30 I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; 31 but so that the world may know that I love the Father, do exactly as the Father commanded Me. Get up, let us go from here.

Background
· We understand on this side of the cross, what Jesus’ death meant to Him.  
· Our faith is a historical faith.  We have the Gospels, Acts, the Epistles, and Revelation to give us a robust understanding of the narrative.  We have solid systematic theology built on divine revelation.  
· The Disciples faith, on the other hand, was prophetic.  They had to understand something that had not yet happened.  
· Even their understanding of OT prophecy needed to be clarified. 
· He told them of His death: Jn 2; Jn 3; Jn 8; Jn 10; Jn 12.

1 Cor 1:23—but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness.
1 Cor 2:2—For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 
Jn 15:13—Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
Jn 14:3—If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.
Jn 14:23—Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.
Heb 12:2—fixing our eyes on Jesus, the [b]author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

4 Great Realities on What Jesus’ Death Meant to Him

I. He Goes Back to His Father, v 28.

Acts 1:8—but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.

Jn 17:1—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You.

Jn 17:4—I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.

Eph 1:6—to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Jn 5:17—But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.

Jn 8:58—Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham [a]was born, I am.”

Jn 10:30—I and the Father are one.

Jn 14:9-10—Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.

Phil 2:6-11—who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

II. His Integrity is Validated, v 29.

Jn 2:18-19—The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this [b]temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

Jn 2:22—So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

Jn 12:16—These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him.

Jn 16:4—But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.

Jn 13:19—From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am He.

III. His Foe is Crushed, v 30.

Luke 22:52-53—Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders who had come against Him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as you would against a robber? 53 While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”

Gen 3:15—And I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.

Heb 2:14—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.

1 Jn 3:8—the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.

IV. His Love is Displayed, v 31.

Luke 22:42—saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.”
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