

The Gospel of John:
Sir, we wish to see Jesus
John 12:17-26
Context
The Gospel message has always been intended for all people of every nation and every tongue.  

Matthew 24:14—And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Mark 13:10—And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 

Revelation 14:6—Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people

Yet God has chosen the Jewish people to be the first recipients of that gospel truth.  
Deuteronomy 7:6-7—For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples,
John 4:22—You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
Matthew 10:5-6—These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. “
Acts 13:46—Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.”
Romans 1:16—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
The Gentiles were therefore “separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 1:21).  The Jews considered their privileged status as superior to the Gentiles and had no interest in collectively “letting them in.”  They had abandoned God’s plan to proclaim salvation to the Gentiles and as such, God has passed over them.  Paul makes that abundantly clear in Romans 15:8-12.  In a similar way, John is identifying ways in which the gentiles are included in God’s message of salvation. 

3 perspectives on God’s salvation to all
The perspective of the Pharisees
John 12:17-19—So the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued to testify about Him. 18 For this reason also the people went and met Him, because they heard that He had performed this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him.”

The people who were with Him were from Bethany as well as from Jerusalem (vv12-13)

They continued to testify about Him
The miracle was so spectacular, they marveled at His power
It was a superficial faith
They wanted political respite and a military deliverer
John 6:14-15— Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 So Jesus, perceiving that they were intending to come and take Him by force to make Him king, withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone.
The Pharisees said to one another
Frustrated
The situation was dangerous
Events seemed out of control
Would this lead to a revolt?
They were already seeking to arrest Him (11:57)
Jesus was in plain sight surrounded by thousands

None of this is working—“You see that you are not doing any good…”
Despite their efforts to seize Him, Jesus had immense popularity
Their actions would be “found fighting against God” (Acts 5:39)

Look, the world has gone after Him
So frustrated, they use hyperbole to make the point 
World—people in general, not everyone in particular
They would “succeed” in turning the crowd around in their final act of rejecting their Messiah as a nation

The perspective of the Gentiles 
John 12:20-22—Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the feast; 21 these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip *came and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip *came and *told Jesus. 

Some Greeks enter the equation
John is making the point that the gospel will include other people groups
They’re headed to worship at the Passover feast
Likely Gentile proselytes to Judaism

Acts 10:22—They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous and God -fearing man well spoken of by the entire nation of the Jews, was divinely directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and hear a message from you.”

Acts 17:4—And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women. 

They wish to see Jesus
They wish to know more about Him
Contrasted against His own who will kill him in a few days
We don’t know why
We don’t know why they came to Phillip 
Court of the Gentiles
Andrew and Phillip are Greek names
Many Jews also had Greek names
Bethsaida was near the Gentile region (Decapolis)
(Matthew 4:25; Mark 5:20)
Phillip likely spoke Greek

Phillip sought out Andrew on what to do
Andrew was also from Bethsaida
Andrew was more of an “insider”

They tell Jesus
Why was this detail included? 
We have no record of Jesus’ interaction with them
Perhaps John is providing insights into One people of both Jew and Gentile making up the church era being a witness to the world

God will set the Jews aside in judgment for their willful rejection

John 10:16—I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd. 

John 11:52—and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.
 
That rejection was foretold by the prophets
Romans 9:25-27—As He says also in Hosea, “I WILL CALL THOSE WHO WERE NOT MY PEOPLE, ‘MY PEOPLE,’ AND HER WHO WAS NOT BELOVED, ‘BELOVED.’” 26 “AND IT SHALL BE THAT IN THE PLACE WHERE IT WAS SAID TO THEM, ‘YOU ARE NOT MY PEOPLE,’ THERE THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF THE LIVING GOD.” 27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, “THOUGH THE NUMBER OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL BE LIKE THE SAND OF THE SEA, IT IS THE REMNANT THAT WILL BE SAVED; 
Romans 11:25—For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.
God is not done with Israel.  There will be a future salvation and restoration of Israel.  
Romans 11:26-29—and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” 27 “THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” 28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
The perspective of Jesus

John 12:23-26—And Jesus *answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. 26 If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone  serves Me, the Father will honor him.

The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified
His hour was now present
Not so earlier (2:4; 7:30; 8:20)
Son of Man was a messianic title
The crowd would have anticipated the establishment of an earthly kingdom (Daniel 7:13-14)
They were likely disappointed with this following prophecy
He was intending to betray Him (a fact that would almost always accompany his name)

Truly, Truly I say to you (some 23 references)

Unless a grain dies, it remains alone; if it dies, it bears much fruit
Horticultural illustration would have resonated with them
This points to how Jesus would be glorified—death and resurrection
There is salvation for any person without His atoning work on our behalf
Luke 24:25-27—And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

His death/burial/resurrection (AKA The Gospel) would bear much fruit

Matthew 20:28—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.

Jesus was fulfilling His Father’s plan 

John 4:34—Jesus *said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work.  (Cf. John 5:19; 6:38)

The one who loves his life in this world over God’s kingdom will lose it

Hating one’s life—Semitic expression that means giving preference to one thing over another[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 28.] 


1 John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

Luke 9:24-25—For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. 25 For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? 

The one who hates his life in this world by making Christ supreme in all things, will keep it to life eternal

Matthew 10:37-39—He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  39 He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.

Disciples of Jesus must count the cost and be willing to give their all
Those who truly come to Christ love Him above all else—all sin, all self-righteousness, all relationship, and all self-will.[footnoteRef:2] 
 [2:  Ibid, 29.] 

The one who serves Jesus must follow Him

1 John 2:6—the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

Where He is, there His servants will be also
We will have eternal life with Him

John 14:3— If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

The servant of Christ is honored by the Father
Any expression of honor in this life cannot even be compared to what the Father will do for those who love His Son

2 Timothy 2:10—For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. 

1 Samuel 2:30b—… but now the LORD declares, ‘Far be it from Me—for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me will be lightly esteemed. 

The servants of Christ include now the Gentiles as well as the Jews

Ephesians 3:6—that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel

Notice the significance of the wording
He who...He who (v25)
If anyone…if anyone (v26)
Why is that important? 

So what?  
There is an open invitation to the gospel.  Receive the free gift of eternal life found only in the work of the Savior Jesus Christ on your part.  Respond to it today! 



