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The Gospel of John:
Sola Fide, pt 2
John 3:15-21

John 3:11-21—Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know and testify of what we have seen, and you do not accept our testimony. 12 If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”

Context
One of the glorious truths of a gracious, forgiving God is His work of salvation to the sinner.  We all stand guilty before a holy, righteous Judge (Ps 7:11-; 2 Tim 4:8).  Since the fall of Adam, Satan has propagated the notion that people can come to God on their own terms.  False religion has advanced that notion repeatedly.  But that road is broad and leads to destruction (Matt 7:13).  The scripture makes it abundantly clear that unregenerate people cannot save themselves; they have no capacity in and of themselves to merit God’s favor or have a righteousness that is sufficient to appease God’s standard.  They are dead in their trespasses and sin (Eph 2:1).  Only the gracious gift of God’s radical transformation (2 Cor 5:17) in regeneration can impart spiritual life to the spiritually dead.  
Equally true is the need to believe by faith in the only provision of God to forgive one of their sins and provide the free gift of eternal life.  Unless they “confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom 10:9). Unrepentant unbelief is the sin that ultimately condemns all lost sinners (Matt 12:31-32).  
4 central truths regarding our NEED to BELIEVE by faith 
I. Belief results in eternal life










II. Unbelief results in judgement
















III. Believers love the Light





















IV. Unbelievers love their sin
















The motive—God loved
The object—the world (whoever believes)
The action—God gave His only begotten Son
The result—shall not perish but have eternal life

Our response—BELIEVE
· Solus Christus (Christ alone)
· Sola gratia (grace alone)
· Sola fide (faith alone)
· Sola scriptura (Scripture alone)
· Soli Deo gloria (glory to God alone)
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