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God’s Everlasting Love in Suffering 
Romans 8:31-39
Paul’s argument leads to 5 logical questions: 
1. v. 31—If God is for us, who can be against us?
2. v. 32—…how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
3. v. 33—Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?
4. v. 34—Who is he that condemns?
5. v. 35—Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Romans 8:17-18—and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
3 undeniable truths of God’s provisions during suffering
I.  God is for us
Romans 8:31—What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
The purpose of the questions is to almost beat us out of our disbelief that we are saved totally by grace and are therefore completely safe to face life without fear.[footnoteRef:1] [1: Romans 8-16 for you, by Tim Keller, p. 55] 

A. Forces who stand against up
1. The world
John 17:14—I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
2. Our flesh
Romans 7:24—Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 
3. The devil 
Revelation 12:10—Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.”
B. Worries dissipate with the gospel 
Romans 8:32—He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 
It is as if Paul is challenging us to place all the possible enemies we can think of on one-half of an old-fashioned balance scale, as if we were weighing peanuts. Then, when we have all the peanuts assembled on the scale, he throws an anvil onto the other side of the balance. That side comes crashing down, and the peanuts are scattered. If God is for us, who can be against us? Who can stand against God? The answer is ‘nobody.’ Nothing can defeat us if the Almighty God of the universe is on our side.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  James Montgomery Boice, Romans 5-8, P. 953] 

C. God promises to freely give us all things
II.  No charge condemns us 
A. Adversity is used of God for disciple and greater Christ-likeness

Romans 8:17-18—and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
Hebrews 12:6—FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE PUNISHES EVERY SON WHOM HE ACCEPTS.
(cf. Romans 8:28-29)
B. [bookmark: _Hlk37922146]No charge will ever separate us from the love of God
1.  Because God is the One who justifies
Romans 8:33—Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the One who justifies
Romans 3:26—…so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Romans 8:1—Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2.  Because Christ is the One who died and was raised
Romans 8:34a—who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died…
3.  Because Christ Jesus is at God’s right hand interceding for us
Romans 8:34—who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
III.  God unconditionally loves us
Romans 8:37—But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.
John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His [e]only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
A. Irrespective of the circumstances
Romans 8:38-39—For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
tribulation—being squeezed or placed under pressure
distress––compound of words meaning “narrow” and “space,” carrying the idea of strict confinement, of being helplessly hemmed in[footnoteRef:3] [3:  MacArthur, Romans 1-8. P. 511] 

B. With full assurance that we overwhelmingly conquer 
Romans 8:37—But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 
Hupernikao—a compound verb that literally means to hyper-conquer, to over-conquer, to conquer, as it were, with success to spare[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid, p. 514] 

C. Because with absolute certainty—NOTHING can separate us from His love
Romans 8:38-39—For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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