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A Broken City and a Sincere Prayer
Nehemiah 1:1-11

Context—see additional handout
3 traits of a man committed to God’s plan
I. A commitment to God’s Kingdom vs. his own
A. Requires knowing God’s word
Nehemiah 1:8-9—Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses saying, “If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples but if you return to me and keep My commandments…I will gather you. 
Leviticus 26:38-45—But you will perish among the nations, and your enemies’ land will consume you. If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers, then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and I will remember also My covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and I will remember the land…when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject them, nor will I so abhor them as to destroy them, breaking My covenant with them; for I am the Lord their God. But I will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors…
B. Requires a desire to engage in God’s agenda
Nehemiah 1:5—I said, “I beseech You, O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,”
Leviticus 26:42—…then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and I will remember also My covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and I will remember the land…
[If Israel ceased to exist, there could not be a fulfilment of God’s covenantal promise to be a blessing to all nations.  There would be no redemption to humanity.  Subsequently, God would not be able to fulfil His promises!]
“Nehemiah is most concerned with the redemptive plan of God, in being used of God to help Israel be pure religiously, and remain a sovereign nation for the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan for the nations!” (Dr. Brent Aucoin)
C. Requires a passion for God’s way 
Nehemiah 1:4—When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
Matthew 5:4—Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
II. A commitment to love God
Nehemiah 1:5—I said, “I beseech You, O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments”
A. Love demonstrated by obedient repentance
Leviticus 26:40—If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers.
Nehemiah 1:6-7—Let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against You; I and my father’s house have sinned. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses.
B. Love exhibited by desiring God’s presence
Nehemiah 1:8-9—Remember the word which You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, “If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples; but if you return to Me…I will gather them from there and will bring them to the place where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.”
Nehemiah 13:14—Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out my loyal deeds which I have performed for the house of my God and its services.
Deuteronomy 23:1—No one who is emasculated or has his male organ cut off shall enter the assembly of the Lord.
Nehemiah was most likely a Eunuch. As a foreigner, in order for him to be around the king and queen of Persia like he was, he had most likely been castrated so that his seed would not be intermixed with or be a threat to the king’s dynasty or harem. We know of no children or wife of Nehemiah and the Greek translation of the Old Testament calls Nehemiah a “eunuch.”
Nehemiah 5:19—Remember me, O my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this people.
Nehemiah 13:14—Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out my loyal deeds which I have performed for the house of my God and its services.
Nehemiah 13: 22—For this also remember me, O my God, and have compassion on me according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness.
Nehemiah 13:31—Remember me, O my God, for good.
Leviticus 26:40-45—If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers,…then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and I will remember also My covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and I will remember the land…But I will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors...
III. A commitment to care and concern for others
Nehemiah 1:11—O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and make Your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man.
Conclusion: God subsequently provides care and concern for those who honor Him.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Isaiah 56:4-6—For thus says the Lord, “To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me, and hold fast My covenant, To them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, and a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off.”
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