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 Seeking God’s Plan for Joyful Unity 
Unity Comes from Developing an Eternal Perspective 
I. The Statement of an Eternal Perspective – 1:21-26 
Philippians 1:21 - For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain 
A. It is intensely personal 
B. It focuses the direction of your life 
For to me, to live is Christ 
C. It soothes the thought of your death 
and to die is gain 
[bookmark: _GoBack]C.S. Lewis – Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in; aim at earth, and you’ll get neither. 
v. 23 - having the desire to depart and be with Christ. 
C.S. Lewis – Has this world been so kind to you that you should leave with regret? There are better things ahead than any we leave we leave behind. 
II. The Impact of an Eternal Perspective – 1:12-20 
A. The “whole praetorian guard and to everyone else” 
Philippians 1:12 - Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 

B. The family of God 
C. Paul himself 
III. The Challenge of an Eternal Perspective 
A. Conduct yourself worthy of the gospel 
C.S. Lewis – If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were precisely those who thought most of the next. It is because Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this. 
B. Stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel 
C. Handle opposition with confidence and strength
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