

The Gospel of John:
Judgment is upon the World
John 12:27-34

Context
The bible is abundantly clear on the reason why Jesus came to the earth.  God’s glorious redemptive plan included Jesus coming to die as a sacrifice for sin.  His death and subsequent resurrection is at the heart of the gospel.  Without it, there would be no hope and no future.  

Isaiah 53:4-6—Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.

2 Corinthians 5:21—He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

1 Peter 2:24—and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 

4 important thoughts regarding this Judgment
Jesus is troubled

John 12:27-28a—Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” 

Why is He troubled?

Hebrews 12:2—fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Troubled (tarasso)—to shake or to stir up

John 5:7—The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”

Matthew 2:3—When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 

Matthew 14:26—When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.

It was an ongoing struggle for Jesus
Perfect tense of the verb
Realizing the implications of bearing diving judgment for sin
In His humanness, He would feel all the pain for the curse

Galatians 3:13—Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”

Hebrews 5:7—In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.

The greater trouble was separation from His Father

Shall I say, Father save Me from this hour?
The question and then the answer
He was no victim

John 10:17-18—For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”

He could have called many angels 

Matthew 26:53—Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?

He would do all that the Father required

1 John 2:2; 4:10—and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world….  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Father, glorify Your name
Luke 11:2—And He said to them, “When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come….
Luke 22:42—saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 

He glorified the Father in His life
He will glorify the Father in His death

God receives glory when His attributes are manifested, and nowhere was His magnanimous love for helpless sinners, His holy wrath against sin, His perfect justice, His redeeming grace, His forgiving mercy, or His infinite wisdom more clearly seen than in the substitutionary, propitiatory death of His Son.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 39.] 


The Father speaks 

John 12:28b-30—Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 So the crowd of people who stood by and heard it were saying that it had thundered; others were saying, “An angel has spoken to Him.” 30 Jesus answered and said, “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes. 
This is the third time the Father speaks audibly to the Son
Baptism (Matthew 3:17)
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:5)

He is affirming His Son
Confirming with the disciples that God does not disapprove
He had been glorified
He again will be gloried

John 17:1-5—Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

Although the crowd heard, they didn’t fully understand

Thunder?  Was this really a natural phenomenon?
In the OT, thunder is associated with the voice of God

Exodus 19:16—So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were  thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled. 

2 Samuel 22:14—The LORD thundered from heaven, And the Most High uttered His voice.

(Cf. Job 37:2-5; 40:9; Pss 18:13: 29:3)


An Angel? 

In the OT, there were many examples of the Angels speaking
(Cf. Gen19:1-22; 1 Kings 13:18; 19:5; Daniel 4:13-17, et al)

Hearing, they did not understand

Acts 9:7—The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.

The issue is not that God is silent, but that fallen, sinful people are deaf.[footnoteRef:2]
 [2:  Ibid. 41.] 

The voice spoke for the sake of the hearers
Jesus’ always knew that the Father hears His prayers

John 11:42—I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me.”

The voice strengthens the faith of those who believe 

The drawing of all men 

John 12:31-33—Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 33 But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die. 

Judgment would be upon this world

World—the evil, satanic system and all who are in it who are in rebellion against God

John 7:7—The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil. 

John 8:23—And He was saying to them, “You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.

1 John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

What appeared to be victory for evil was its death blow
Its doom is sure

Acts 17:31—because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”

Although He did not come to judge the world but to save it, those who reject Him have condemned themselves
(Cf. John 3:18, 36; 9:39; 12:48; 12:47-48; Luke 19:10)

Judgment will be upon the ruler of this world

Satan will be cast out
His authority and influence are removed
His domain is destroyed and has nothing to rule
He is cast out of heaven during the tribulation which he otherwise could accuse believers (Rev 12:10)
He is cast into the bottomless pit at the end of the Tribulation (Rev 20:1-3)
He is cast into the lake of fire at the end of the millennium (Rev 20:10)
 
His doom is likewise sure

Hebrews 2:14—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil

He will be lifted up from the earth
A reference to His crucifixion
He said this to indicate the kind of death He would die

John 3:14—As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up

John 8:28—So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 

In so doing, He will draw all men to Himself
No all without exception
Rather all without distinction—those drawn to salvation from every race, tribe, tongue

John 12:24—Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

There is no access to God without the cross of Christ 

The untenable view of the crowd 

John 12:34—The crowd then answered Him, “We have heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Man?” 

Their Messiah dying didn’t compute
Doesn’t the Law say?

Daniel 7:13-14—“I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.
Isaiah 9:7—There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

The Christ is to remain forever

How then can He be lifted up?

Who is this Son of Man?
There must be another
Therefore, You’re not the One

Conclusion 
Jesus will not turn aside from the Father’s plan but will completely fulfill His mission.  His death…
paid the price to a Holy God for sins
was an act of submission to the Father 
a substitution for sinners
satisfaction to end God’s wrath; therefore, no condemnation
redeemed and reconciled believers to God 
Hebrews 10:5-9—Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, “SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; 6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 7 “THEN I SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.’” 8 After saying above, “SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, NOR HAVE YOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them” (which are offered according to the Law), 9 then He said, “BEHOLD, I HAVE COME TO DO YOUR WILL.” He takes away the first in order to establish the second. 10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.


