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The Gospel of John:
He Must Increase, but I Must Decrease
John 3:22-30
John 3:22-30—After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time with them and baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and people were coming and were being baptized— 24 for John had not yet been thrown into prison. 25 Therefore there arose a discussion on the part of John’s disciples with a Jew about purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified, behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to Him.” 27 John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven. 28 You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent ahead of Him.’ 29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine has been made full. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.
1 Corinthians 3:5-7—What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 
2 Corinthians 4:7—But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves.
1 Corinthians 2:1-5—And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
2 Corinthians 4:5—For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.
1 Thessalonians 5:12—But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction
1 Peter 5:5-6—You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time
Colossians 3:12-13—So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 
Context
John the Baptist was the last prophet under the old covenant (Luke 16:16); Jesus came as the mediator of the new covenant (Heb 8:6; 12:24), which He ratified by His sacrificial death (Luke 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25).  Up to this point, John had enjoyed tremendous popularity (Matt. 3:4-6; Mark 1:4-5), while Jesus remained in obscurity.  Although His cleansing of the temple (John 2:13-22) had broken Him out of that anonymity and created a sensation, Jesus still had only a handful of followers.  But that was about to change, as the crowds that had been following John left him and flocked to Jesus.  Thus, Christ would move to the forefront, and John would fade from the scene, giving his final testimony to the Messiah.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John MacArthur, John 1-11, p. 124-125.] 

1 Timothy 2:5—For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus
2 central truths: the man (JTB) and his message
I. John the Baptist: the man
A. Jesus and His disciples

John 3:22—After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time with them and baptizing. 
B. John and His disciples
John 3:23-24—John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and people were coming and were being baptized— 24 for John had not yet been thrown into prison.
C. Debate with a Jew
John 3:25—Therefore there arose a discussion on the part of John’s disciples with a Jew about purification. 
D. Jealousy talk

John 3:26—And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified, behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to Him.” 
John 4:1—Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John
Did they miss the point of John’s earlier comments? (Cf John 1:19ff)
John 1:27— It is He who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie. 
John 1:30—This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ 

II. John the Baptist: the message
A. John’s response
[bookmark: _GoBack]John 3:27—John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven. 
Romans 1:5—[Paul] through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake
1 Corinthians 4:7—For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?
1 Corinthians 15:10—But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 
Ephesians 3:7—…of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. 

1 Timothy 2:7—For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

B. John’s reminder 

John 3:28—You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent ahead of Him.’ 

1. John is not the Messiah, v28a

John 1:8a—He was not the Light…

John 1:20—And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 

2. John is the forerunner, v28b

John 1:8b—…but he came to testify about the Light.

(cf. 1:23; Matt 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 1:17; Acts 19:4)

The measure of success for any ministry is not how many people follow the minister, but how many people follow Christ through the minister.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Ibid, p. 127] 


C. John the best man

John 3:29-30—He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine has been made full. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.
Matthew 22:2-14—“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. 3 And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwilling to come. 4 Again he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, 6 and the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. 7 But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there, invite to the wedding feast.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding hall was filled with [e]dinner guests. 11 “But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed in wedding clothes, 12 and he *said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ And the man was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Mark 2:19-20—And Jesus said to them, “While the bridegroom is with them, the attendants of the bridegroom cannot fast, can they? So long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day.

Luke 12:36—Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks.
Revelation 19:7-9—Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” 
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