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God’s Sovereign Plan 
Romans 9:1-13
1 John 4:19—We love, because He first loved us.
Psalm 139:1-17—O Lord, You have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar…Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it…For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them. How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
Ephesians 1:3-6—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
1 Peter 2:9—But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light
3 considerations to God’s sovereign plan 
I. Have a genuine concern for people 
A. Paul’s expression of concern 
Romans 9:1—I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit…
1. I am telling the truth in Christ
2. I’m not lying
3. My conscience testifies with me
4. In the Holy Spirit
B. Paul’s love seen in his grief
Romans 9:2—…that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 
2 Corinthians 5:14-16—For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh.
2 Corinthians 5:20—Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
C. Paul’s willingness to be cut off from God for his kinsmen 
Romans 9:3—For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh
Accursed (anathema)—cut off
II. Being exposed to spiritual truth doesn’t guarantee salvation
A. Paul’s argument thus far about the lost
1. The immoral are lost
Romans1:18-20—For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of people who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, being understood by what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
2. The moral are lost
Romans 2:4-5—Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God
3. The religious are lost
Romans 2:23-24—You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” just as it is written. 
B. Paul’s discussion regarding God’s Chosen people
1. Called Israelites 
2. Adopted as sons 
3. Observed God’s glory 
4. Benefitted from the covenants 
5. Received the law 
6. Experienced the temple 
7. Were given the promises 
8. Blessed with the fathers 
9. Provided the lineage of Christ 
John 1:11—He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 
C. Paul’s recognition of the extent of man’s brokenness (Dead is dead)
Romans 3:23—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Romans 5:12—Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned
Ephesians 2:1-3—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 
Romans 8:28-30—And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified. 
III. Stand amazed at His glorious plan

A. Election is found through Scripture

Deuteronomy 7:6-8—For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for His personal possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 “The LORD did not make you His beloved nor choose you because you were greater in number than any of the peoples, since you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.
(Cf. Isaiah 25:1; 46:10; 55:11; Ps 8, 105:43, 135:4; Mt 11:14; 11:27; 16:17-19; 22:14; Jn 6:37, 39, 44;  10:14-16, 10:27-28; 17:1-6, 9, 12, 24; Acts 13:48; Rom 8:29-31;  11:4-6; 1 Cor 1:26-27,30, 15:26-28; Eph 1:3-6; 1 Thes 1:4-6, 2:10; 2:5; 2 Thes 2:13-17; 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 1:1-2; 1 Pet 1:1-3; 1 Jn 3:2,34)
B. Remember: God’s thoughts are your thoughts 
Isaiah 55:8-9—For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
C. Focus not on what it means for others, stand amazed that He chose you
John 21:18—Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go.
John 21:19—Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me!” 
John 21:22—Jesus said to him, “If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!
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