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Friend Request – the Art of Real Friendships
[bookmark: _GoBack]Strength in Numbers: Praying for One Another[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Rob Green] 

Proverbs 17:17 - A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.
Proverbs 18:24 - A man of too many friends comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.
Proverbs 27:10 - Do not forsake your own friend or your father's friend, and do not go to your brother's house in the day of your calamity; better is a neighbor who is near than a brother far away.
I. Be devoted to prayer (v. 2)
A. The importance of devotion and commitment (v. 2)
Acts 1:14 - These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
Acts 2:42 - They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Acts 6:4 - But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.
Romans 12:12 - rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,
Acts 2:46 - Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart,
Romans 13:6 - For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 
If you and I are really going to give Jesus first place and demonstrate by our lives that we appreciate and value all that He did for us on the cross then we must give some significant effort to the matter of prayer.
B. Keep alert while you pray (v. 2)
C. Our prayer must be made with thanksgiving (v. 2)
II. Be devoted to praying for the right requests (vv. 3-4)
A. Open door for the gospel (v. 3)
B. A willingness to use that open door as effectively as possible (v. 4)
Ephesians 6:18-20 - With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 
C. Other requests based on Paul’s prayers
1. Abound in love
1 Thessalonians 3:12 - and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you; 
2. That you would be blameless
1 Thessalonians 5:23 - Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
3. Understand God’s will
Colossians 1:9-10 - For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
III. Remember that prayer is a significant part of your ministry to your friends (v. 3)
A. It is one of the current ministries of the Spirit
Romans 8:26 - In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
B. It is one of the current ministries of the resurrected Jesus
Hebrews 7:23-25 - The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death from continuing,  but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently.  Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 
C. It provides a wonderful opportunity to celebrate God’s work together
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