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Leaders who Pray
Nehemiah 2:1-10

Context—see additional handout (salmon color)
3 traits of Godly leaders as they pray
I. They are Patient
A. Notice the time line
1:1—Now it happened in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year…
2:1—Now it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year…
1:11—O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of your servants who delight to revere Your name, and make your servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man…
B. Ways God answers prayers—yes, no, and wait
C. Biblical truths related to patience
James 1:2-4—Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
Hebrews 6:12—So that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises
Psalm 40:1-3—I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me and heard my cry. He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet on a rock making my footsteps firm. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many will see and fear and will trust in the Lord.
Galatians 5:22-23—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
D. Patience and Godly leadership
Exodus 14:13—But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever.
Ruth 3:18—Sit still…until you know how the matter will turn out (NKJ)
Psalm 46:10—Be still, and know that I am God…(NKJ)

Together the three give us a reminder of waiting patiently and not get ahead of ourselves or God.       
“When you wait on the Lord in prayer, you are not wasting your time, you are investing it. God is preparing both you and your circumstances so that His purposes will be accomplished. However, when the right time arrives for us to act by faith, we dare not delay.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Warren Wiersbe, commentary on Nehemiah] 

II. They are courageous
A. Even in fearful circumstances
2:2—And the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick?  This is nothing but sadness of the heart.”  Then I was very much afraid.
Proverbs 1:7—The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.  
Courage is not the absence of fear, but the conquest of it[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  William Danforth] 

B. Focusing on Pleasing God and helping others
v.3—I said to the king, “Let the king live forever. Why should my [footnoteRef:3]face not be sad when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies desolate and its gates have been consumed by fire?”  [3: ] 

John 2:17—His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house will consume me.” 
C. Purposefully praying
Nehmiah 2:4—Then the king said to me, “What would you request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
D. Make bold and God-sized appeals
Nehemiah 2:5—I said to the king, “If it please the king, and if your servant has found favor before you, send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.” 
1. His request frees him from his kingly duties 
Nehemiah 2:6—Then the king said to me, the queen sitting beside him, “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a definite time. 
2. His request asks to the king to undue his earlier decree
Ezra 4:7-8—And in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his colleagues wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia…a letter against Jerusalem…
Ezra 4:11-13—“To King Artaxerxes: Your servants, the men in the region beyond the River, and now let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you have come to us at Jerusalem; they are rebuilding the rebellious and evil city and are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations. Now let it be known to the king, that if that city is rebuilt and the walls are finished, they will not pay tribute, custom or toll, and it will damage the revenue of the kings…”
Ezra 4:21— “So, now issue a decree to make these men stop work, that this city may not be rebuilt until a decree is issued by me. 
3. His request has the potential to look treasonous 
Ezra 4:14-16—Now because we are in the service of the palace, and it is not fitting for us to see the king’s dishonor, therefore we have sent and informed the king, so that a search may be made in the record books of your fathers. And you will discover in the record books and learn that that city is a rebellious city and damaging to kings and provinces, and that they have incited revolt within it in past days; therefore that city was laid waste. We inform the king that if that city is rebuilt and the walls finished, as a result you will have no possession in the province beyond the River.
E. Modeled in Christ
John 17:13—But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 
John 17:15—I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 
John 17:17—Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
John 17:20-21—I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
Proverbs 21:1—The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes. 
III. They are ready
A. They make preparations 
v. 6— Then the king said to me, the queen sitting beside him, “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a definite time.
B. They are faithful 
v. 8—…and the king granted them to me, because the good hand of my God was upon me.
Luke 16:10—He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much, and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.
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