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Understand Your Union with Christ
Romans 5:1-5
Introduction 
Paul wrote the letter to the Romans with the purpose of teaching the great truths of the gospel of grace to believers who had never received apostolic instructions.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The Macarthur Study Bible] 

The overarching theme of Romans is the righteousness that comes from God: the glorious truth that God justifies guilty, condemned sinners by grace alone through faith in Christ alone.  The first 11 chapters deal with doctrinal truths (positional truths) and the last 5 chapters detail its practical outworking in the lives of individual believers and the life of the whole church. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid. ] 

4 Results of Justification 
I. You now have peace with God through Christ
Romans 5:1—Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
A. Definition—Justification is the judicial act of God whereby he declares the sinner innocent and imputes the righteousness of Christ to his account. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1939), 513.] 

1. You were a sinner by nature
Colossians 2:13—When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.
Ephesians 2:1-2—And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.
2. You were a child of wrath by nature
Ephesians 2:3—Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
B. Change comes through our Lord Jesus Christ
II. You now are the recipient of grace 
Romans 5:2—Through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.
A. You receive it by faith

B. You continue to have access to it 
Hebrews 4:16—Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
C. You have an assurance of being fully like Christ 
Romans 8:17—and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.


III. You now have a hope and a future 
Romans 5:3—And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope.
A. Challenges  perseverance/endurance
B. Endurance  character
C. Character  hope
IV. You have His Spirit within you
Romans 5:5—…and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.
2 Corinthians 1:22—who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.
Ephesians 1:14—who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Here’s what that means in practical terms—
Next Steps: 
 
1. Understand that the good news of the gospel is for everyone who believes by faith in the work of Christ on their behalf.  
2. Christian mother—allow the truths of the gospel to center your thoughts and give grace, mercy, and peace. 
3. Rejoice in those truths today and celebrate as a family God’s rich blessings.  
4. If the circumstances of life are especially tough right now, remember that God has not abandoned you and that He is using these challenges for your good and His glory.  
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