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What it Means to Abide, pt. 2
John 15:4-11
Background
· Jesus is the vine
· The Father is the vinedresser (the Farmer working the field)
· Two types of branches—
· those who belong to Christ (true Disciples) bear fruit (v2) and are pruned 
· those who do not belong to Christ (false disciples or Judas branches) do not bear fruit and are cut off and burned, vv2, 5, 8 

Matt 7: 22—Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
Matt 7:27—The rain fell, and the [s]floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.
Matt 13:3-9—And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out. 8 And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 
Matt 13:47-50— “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; 48 and when it was filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 49 So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous, 50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
How do you prove to be a true disciple? 
Jn 15:4—Abide in Me…
Abide is used 10 times in this section.  


Abide—is the Greek word meaning “to stay, to remain.” In other words, don’t leave; don’t go away; don’t defect; hold fast (Jn 2, 3, 4, 6, 10).

1 Jn 2:19—They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.
Heb 10:29—How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 
The Blessings that come from Abiding
I. Eternal Salvation, v 4
Jn 3:16— For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
Jn 14:6— Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
2 Cor 4:10—always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 
1 Jn 4:12-16—No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has [a]for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
1 Jn 5:11—And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
II. Fruitfulness, v 2, 4, 5, 8
Matt 7:16-20— You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their fruits. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.
A. Repentance
Matt 3:7-8—But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
Genuine Repentance is sorrow over sin, not sorrow over the consequences of sin.
2 Cor 7:9-10—I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.
B. Spiritual Attitudes
Col 1:9—For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
Col 1:5-6—because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth; 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phil 3:12-14—Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Col 1:28-29—We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.
1 Cor 9:27—but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.
1Jn 1:9—If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Gal 5:22—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness.
Eph 5:9—(for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth).
C. Worship—The Fruit of our Lips
Heb 13:15—Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.
1. Give Thanks—“to speak” or ”to say the same”
2. Worship then is to 
a. Say the same things back to God that He has revealed about His nature(what He said are true about Himself)
b. Say back to God what He has revealed about His works (what He has done).  
D. Expressions of Love
1. Gifts to Those in Need 
2. Sowing and Reaping—Do so Sparingly or Generously (cf.  I Jn 3:17, Phil 4:15, Rom 15:26, Rom 8:28, 2 Cor 9:6)
E. Edifying Words—Communication That Blesses Others (1 Cor 14:14, Eph 4:29)
F. Pure Conduct and Righteous Behavior  (Phil 1:11, Col 1:9-10; Heb 12:11)
G. Salvation of Souls—Leading Others to Christ (Jn 4:34, Rom 1:13, Rom 15:18, 1 Cor 16:15, 2 Pet 1:8)
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