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The Gospel of John:
True Love Humbles Itself
John 13:1-17
Context
We live in a culture that would define love much differently than the word of God.  Although much talked about, it is rarely understood.  Moreover, it is almost exclusively narcissistic and self-focused. It is seen and used as a means of fulfilling one’s own desires rather than an act of self-less giving for the sake of another.     Biblical love is self-sacrificing.  It builds up, pursues the good and interests of others and seeks to meet the needs of another.  
I Corinthians 13:4-8a—Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails…
4 Expressions of His Extraordinary Love
I. The fullness of Christ’s love to His own
John 13:1—Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 

A. Before the Feast of the Passover

1. Jesus uses the elements of the OT Covenant (Passover) to transition to the NT Covenant (Lord’s Supper)

2. Different methods of reckoning days
a. Northern Israel (sunrise to sunrise)
b. Southern Israel (sunset to sunset)

B. His hour had come

John 12:23—And Jesus *answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

C. It was time for Him to depart out of this world to the Father
D. Although He was desirous of returning to His father, He loved His own

John 17:5—Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

John 10:29—My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 

1. He loved them to the end
2. End (Telos)—perfection or completeness
3. He loved them to the fullest measure of love
a. He loves those in the world in a general sense(John 3:16)
b. He loves His own in a perfect, eternal and redeeming sense

Ephesians 3:19—and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.

Romans 8:35-39

II. The Devil was working against Christ 
John 13:2—During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him

A. There is a stark contrast between Christ’s love and the Judas’ hatred
1. Jesus just finishes washing His feet
2. He humbly serves the man who He knows will betray Him
3. Don’t miss the extraordinary nature of His humbling love

Jesus met the greatest injury and insult imaginable with humble love.[footnoteRef:1] [1: John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 64.] 


4. Application: Go, and do the same

B. It was Judas’ greed and ambition that opened the door 

John 12:4-6—But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, *said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 

C. Judas is fully responsible for His actions
Matthew 26:24—The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 

III. The demonstration of true love 

John 12:3-11—Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God, 4 *got up from supper, and *laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself. 5 Then He *poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6 So He *came to Simon Peter. He *said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand hereafter.” 8 Peter *said to Him, “Never shall You wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 9 Simon Peter *said to Him, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.” 10 Jesus *said to him, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.”

A. Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into His hands 

John 3:35—The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.

John 17:2—even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to [a]all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. 

Matthew 11:27—All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

B. Jesus likewise knew that He had come forth from God

John 3:13—No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. 

John 5:37—And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.

John 6:46—Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father. 

C. He is going back to God

John 6:62—What then if you see the Son of Man ascending to where He was before?

John 7:33—Therefore Jesus said, “For a little while longer I am with you, then I go to Him who sent Me. 

John 14:12—Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.

D. To know where He came from only eventuates the depth of His humility

E. The Creator and Ruler of ALL washing the feet of His disciples

F. Peter objects
1. Peter is generally not at a loss for words
2. Lord, do you wash my feet? 
3. The superior to the inferior to wash—this was unheard of for both Jewish or Roman culture

G. Jesus tells him he will understand this later
1. After Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension would Peter finally understand
2. Christ did not come to be served, but to serve
3. Peter’s epistles written years later will let us know of his changed understanding (1 Peter1:18-19; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 Peter 3:18)

H. Peter’s response then: Never!
1. It might seem praiseworthy
2. What does the Lord require?  OBEDIENCE
1 Samuel 15:22— Samuel said, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.

I. If I don’t wash you, you have no part with Me
1. Only those who have been cleansed by Him have genuine salvation
2. Washing was a common biblical metaphor for spiritual cleansing
Psalm 15:2—Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity And cleanse me from my sin.

J. Peter then swings it the complete opposite extreme 
1. Not only my feet, but my hands and my head
2. Jesus is clearly not talking about physical washing, but spiritual cleansing

K. You are clean, but not all of you.
1. A clear reference to the betrayer

L. This would have been a final appeal and warning to Judas

M. Jesus was not surprised by Judas’s betrayal

John 6:70— Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?” 71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.

IV. The right response to His love 

John 12:12-17—So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.


A. After having taught them a lesson, He wanted them to understand it
1. There is a one-time cleansing (justification) 
2. There is an ongoing daily cleansing of sanctification 

B. The main principles to understand here are humility and loving service
1. He says to them, do you know what I have done to you?
2. They bickered about who was the greatest

If the Lord of Glory was willing to humble Himself and take on the role of the lowest of slaves, how could the disciples do any less?[footnoteRef:2]
 [2:  Ibid, 68.] 

Luke 6:46— “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?

C. We have an example to follow
1. Not in actually washing of another’s feet
2. We are not to elevate this outward act to the status of an ordinance; in so doing, you miss the entire point of the teaching
3. With humility of mind, regard others as more important (Phil 2)

D.  A slave is not greater than His master

John 15:20—Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 

Matthew 10:24—A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. 

1. No servant will regard a task too low when his Master has performed it 
2. Refusing to follow His humility places us in a prideful spot

James 4:6—But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”

E. You stand is a spot of blessing if you do them

Psalm 1:1-3—How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.

Psalm 119:1— How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the LORD.
	

Conclusion 
If we want to be in a blessed position, then we need to walk in the same manner as He walked.  

1 John 2:6— the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.

Philippians 2:5—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus…
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