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Figuring Out Who You Love[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Steve Viars] 

Deuteronomy 6: 1-15
3 steps to wisely choosing the object of your affection
I. Understand Key Principles of Love Biblically
A. It is a choice
1 John 2:15-17 - Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
B. It is a sacrifice
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
C. It is an investment
Matthew 6:19-21 - Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
D. It is a path that can be followed or forsaken
Colossians 4:14 - Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and also Demas.
Philemon 24 - as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow workers.
2 Timothy 4:10 - for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.
Revelation 2:2-4 - I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
II. Choose to Passionately Love God
A. The Shema
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 - Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
B. The foundation of our love for God
Deuteronomy 7:7-8 - The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
1 John 4:10 - In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
C. The nature of our love for God
1. Passionate worship
Psalm 5:11 - But let all who take refuge in You be glad, let them ever sing for joy; and may You shelter them, that those who love Your name may exult in You.
2. Continuous thanksgiving
Psalm 70:4 - Let all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; and let those who love Your salvation say continually, “Let God be magnified.”
3. Corresponding love of righteousness and hatred of evil
Psalm 45:7 - You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy above your fellows.
4. Joyful obedience
Psalm 119:159 - Consider how I love Your precepts; revive me, O Lord, according to Your lovingkindness.
John 14:15 - If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
D. The extent of our love for God
Deuteronomy 6:5 - You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
Deuteronomy 6:7 - You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.
III. Choose to Compassionately Love People
A. Jesus’ explanation of the two great commandments
Matthew 22:35-40 - One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And He said to him, “’YOU shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
B. Especially loving those in need
Luke 10:29 - But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
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