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Israel Needs the Gospel…and So Do We
Romans 10:1-21
3 features of true biblical faith
I. Biblical faith is not simply being “sincere” 
Romans 10:1—Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. 
Romans 9:2—that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. 
A. The concern for us and others
1. in our heart’s desire 
2. in our prayer to God
B. Zeal for God without spiritually discerned knowledge is insufficient
Romans 10:2—For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. 
1. Paul had a history of being zealous without knowledge
Philippians 3:6—as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 
Fanatics are people who have zeal and sincerity (they are often willing to die for their cause) but it is a zeal that refuses reflection.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Romans to You, Romans 8-16, Tim Keller, p. 76] 

2. Simply having biblical facts is not enough
James 2:19—You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 
The Jews had a certain degree or kind of knowledge (gnōsis), an intellectual awareness of the outward demands of God’s law. But they did not have the discerning spiritual knowledge (epignōsis) that comes only from a saving relationship to God. They had the kind of superficial religious knowledge that causes pride and arrogance (1 Cor. 8:1), but not the godly knowledge that both comes from and produces humility and holiness.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The MacArthur Commentary on Romans 9-16, p. 59] 

Ephesians 1:17—that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 
C. The central issue is belief about righteousness
1. God’s righteousness is perfect and uncompromising
Romans 10:3a—For not knowing about God’s righteousness…
2. Because that standard is too high, many seek to define their own “righteousness”
Romans 10:3b—…and seeking to establish their own…
3. Many do not submit to God’s standard nor provision of righteousness 
Romans 10:3c—…they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God…
4. The person and work of Christ fulfils God’s righteous standard when we repent and believe in Him
Romans 10:4—For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
Galatians 3:24—Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 
Romans 10:8—But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching…
Romans 10:9-10—that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
II. Biblical faith is only possible through Christ 
Romans 10:3—For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 
A. Our response is with heart and mouth
Romans 10:10—for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 

1. What to believe
· God’s standard of righteousness
· Our sin and utter inability to be righteous before God on our own
· Our need of Christ as Savior and Lord
· Our trust in the Gospel as the only means of peace with God
2. What to confess
· Our submission to His standard of righteousness 
· Lived out in practical ways
B. In so doing, there is a positive and negative side of God’s redemptive grace fulfilled
Those two truths represent the positive and the negative sides of God’s redemptive grace. The positive side reflects His own perfect righteousness, which He graciously imputes to and bestows on those who believe in His Son, Jesus Christ. The believer is simultaneously declared righteous (justified) and made righteous (regenerated)…The negative side of God’s work in the believer is salvation, divine deliverance from the sin that separates fallen man from holy God. Righteousness has to do with what we become, and salvation has to do with what we escape. The first has to do with the eternal life we receive but do not deserve, the second with the eternal punishment we deserve but do not receive. The first relates to entering into blessedness, the second relates to escaping cursedness.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid, p. 72] 

C. Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved
Romans 10:12-13—For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; for “Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
III. Biblical faith is shared by those with “beautiful feet”
A. Our responsibility is to share the truth of salvation to all 
Romans 10:14-15—How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things!” 
B. We share not knowing who will listen or respond 
C. There are many who will reject the message
Romans 10:21—But as for Israel He says, “All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.” 
D. We continue to share because we are not ashamed of the gospel
Romans 1:16-17—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.” 
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