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What it Means to Abide, pt. 3
John 15:4-11
Background
Jesus is the vine; The Father is the vinedresser (the Farmer working the field); Two types of branches—those who belong to Christ (true disciples) and bear fruit (v2) and those who do not belong to Christ (false disciples or Judas branches) do not bear fruit and are cut off and burned, vv2, 5, 8. 
How do you prove to be a true disciple? 
Matt 7: 22-23—Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
Jesus exposed people who supposedly “believed” and followed Him (Jn 2, 6, 8, 12)
Jn 15:4—Abide in Me… (Abide is used 10 times in this section).  
Lk 14:28—For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?
Matt 16:24—Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.
1 Jn 2:19—They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.
Six Blessings that come from Abiding
I. Eternal Life, v 4
Jn 14:16—  I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  
Jn 14:20— In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
Jn 14:23— Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.” 
1 Jn 4:12-16—No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
II. Sanctification, vv 2, 4, 5, 8
Phil 1:11—having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Rom 6:22—But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

Rom 7:4—Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.

Jam 3:17—But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  
 
2 Cor 9:10—Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 

Col 1:10—so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Eph 5:9—(for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth)
Heb 12:11—All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.
III. Answered Prayer, v 7
Two Conditions: 
A. “If you abide in me…” (True Believer)
B. “And my words abide in you.” (Person, Purpose, Plan)
Jn 16:23-26— In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full. 25 “These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but will tell you plainly of the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; 
2 Cor 10:5—We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,
Jms 5:16—Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The effective [a]prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.   
1 Cor 2:16—For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.
1 Jn 3:22—and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.
Rms 8:26—In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;
IV. Assurance, v 8
Matt 5:16—Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

2 Pet 1:4-10—For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, 6and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, 7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;

1 Pet 1:7—so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

V. Love, vv 9-10
 
Jude 21—keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 

Jn 14:15—If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.

Jn 21:14—This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.

Jn 15:10— This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.

Jn 17:25-26— “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 

Rm 8:39—nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

VI. Joy, v 11

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jn 16:22—Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.
1 Jn 1:4—These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.

Warnings
Jn 15:2—Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. 

Jn 15:6—If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.
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