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God’s Promise to Not Totally Reject Israel 
Romans 11:1-36
6 truths about God’s Promises and Faithfulness
I. God made a covenantal promise to Israel
A. He called Abraham (Genesis 12)
B. He made 3 unconditional promises that will be fulfilled 
Genesis 15:17-18—It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land.” 
Romans 4:3—For what does the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 
Although that covenant was for the benefit of Abraham and his descendants, and ultimately for the blessing of the entire earth, the terms of the covenant were unconditional, and it was sworn to and affirmed by God with Himself. He made an inviolable oath with Himself to keep His promises to Abraham. However faithful Abraham or his Israelite descendants might be, God would fulfill the covenant in every detail. This was a divine covenant founded on God’s sovereign election of Israel as His chosen people (see Heb. 6:13–20)…
God’s character and integrity, His trustworthiness and faithfulness depend on His continued preservation of Israel. God has obligated Himself to ultimately redeem the nation of Israel and to establish her as a purified and glorious kingdom above all others in the world…
God has promised to bless all the peoples of the world through Abraham and his descendants, and the fulfillment of that promise culminated in the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. He arose from Israel, but the redemption He offered was to Jew and Gentile alike…Near the opening of this epistle, Paul assures his readers that “the gospel … is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek [Gentile]” (Rom. 1:16)…
because the Jews as a nation rejected their Messiah, God temporarily set that nation aside “until the fulness of the Gentiles has come in” (Rom. 11:25). At that time, with unfailing certainty, “all Israel will be saved” (v. 26). In addition to bringing His chosen people to salvation, God will fulfill His promises to restore her own kingdom in her own land, which will become a land of eternal blessing and peace.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  John MacArthur, Romans 9-16, p. 94] 

II. God’s promises are binding
A. Samuel
1 Samuel 12:22—For the LORD will not abandon His people on account of His great name, because the LORD has been pleased to make you a people for Himself. 
B. Nehemiah
Nehemiah 9:31—Nevertheless, in Your great compassion You did not make an end of them or forsake them, for You are a gracious and compassionate God. 
C. Psalms
Psalm 89:31-37—If they violate My statutes and do not keep My commandments, then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes. But I will not break off My lovingkindness from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. My covenant I will not violate, nor will I alter the utterance of My lips. Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David. His descendants shall endure forever and his throne as the sun before Me. It shall be established forever like the moon, and the witness in the sky is faithful.
Psalm 94:14—For the LORD will not abandon His people, nor will He forsake His inheritance. 
Psalm 106:44-45—Nevertheless He looked upon their distress when He heard their cry; and He remembered His covenant for their sake, and relented according to the greatness of His lovingkindness. 
D. Hebrews
Hebrews 6:13-20—For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.” And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 
Romans 11:1—I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be
III. God allows Israel to believe and act on those promises
A. Demonstrated in Paul
Romans 11:1—I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
B. Demonstrated in Elijah
Romans 11:4—But what is the divine response to him? “I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL.” 
Romans 11:5—In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 
Romans 9:32—Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone
Romans 10:21—But as for Israel He says, “ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTINATE PEOPLE.”
Psalm 94:14—For the LORD will not abandon His people, nor will He forsake His inheritance. 
IV. God’s promises extend to Jew and Gentile alike 
Genesis 12:2-3—And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.
Luke 2:27-32—And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, “Now Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation, Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, and the glory of Your people Israel.” 
A. Salvation has come to the Gentiles because of Israel’s sin
Romans 11:11—I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. 
B. Salvation to the Gentiles doesn’t replace the Jews; instead, they are grafted in
Romans 11:17-18—But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you. 
Romans 11:25—For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in
V. God will complete the eternal plan for Israel
A. Israel will be grafted back in
Romans 11:23—And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 
Romans 11:26-27—and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” “THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS.” 
Revelation 7:4-10—And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel…After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
Revelation 20:6—Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. 
B. Mercy will be shown
Romans 11:32—For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all. 
Romans 10:9-10—that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. 
VI. God and His eternal plan are unfathomable—a doxology of eternal glory and praise!
Romans 11:33-36—Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.
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