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The Gospel of John:
Walk While You Have The Light, p 3
John 12:37-50
Context
One of the clear attributes of our holy God is His incredible patience and longsuffering—especially toward the wicked who fill the void of His patience before bringing about judgment with continual sin.  Without question, He demonstrates forbearance with them in ways that are extraordinary.   “The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness” (Psalm 103:8).

People are prone to think that because He is patient that they will get away with sin.  That would be a deception.   

Ecclesiastes 8:11—Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil. 

Galatians 6:7-8—Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 

His patience does end.   

Genesis 15:16—Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.

What we see in this portion of John’s gospel is the Lord’s final call publically to the nation to believe in Him.  He does appear before the people during His trail but not in a verbal appeal to believe in Him.  They have rendered their verdict—He is not our Messiah/King.  Even after His resurrection, He only appeared to believers.
Last call, Last call 
I. The last gracious call to believe
John 12:35-36—So Jesus said to them, “For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. 36 While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light.”
A. They determined Him to be unqualified
B. Despite their rejection, He still compassionately appeals to them
C. He also warns them
D. The Light would only be with them for a little while longer

John 9:5—While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.”

1. Little While—the brevity of His remaining time on earth
2. Walk while you have the Light
3. So that darkness will not overtake you
4. The one walking in darkness cannot see 
5. Walking at night was not a common practice then

E. Believe in the Light
1. You become sons of the Light

1 Thessalonians 5:5—for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness

2. You radiate the Light of God’s glory in Christ to the world

F. When people persistently reject

1. He removes His grace
2. They suffer the wrath and judgment of God in eternal punishment 

G. He went away and hid Himself from them

1. Concluding Jesus’ public ministry

John 8:21—Then He said again to them, “I go away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin; where I am going, you cannot come.” 

2. This is a judicial warning 

3. So much evidence but such hard hearts


II. The disastrous causes to not believe

John 12:37-43—But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?” 39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 40 “HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM.” 41 These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him. 42 Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.

A. Regardless of His works, they still did not believe
B. They were not believing in Him (v 37)—continuous action verb

Matthew 23:37—Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 

C. Do not underestimate the depravity of the human condition (1 Cor 2:14)

1. The noetic effect of sin effects everything 
2. Without a regenerated heart, the mind and reason are inadequate unto salvation

D. Israel’s unbelief

1. Divine

i. A fulfillment of prophecy (Is 53:1)
1. Who has believed our report?
2. The arm of the Lord has been revealed (through His miracles)
ii. God has blinded their eyes (Is 53:10)

Romans 9:18—So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires.

Cf. Romans 9-11

iii. It was a judgment on God’s part for years of rebellion and forsaking His truth
iv. Out of their rejection, salvation has come to the Gentiles (Romans 11:11)
v. God’s plans will be accomplished (Genesis 50:20)
vi. Thinking they could see, they were blind (Matthew 15:14; John 9:40-41)

2. Human

i. God blinding their eyes does not mean that they are faultless
ii. Their will is very much in play; they choose evil
iii. Those who persistently harden their hearts against God may be hardened by God

1. Pharaoh hardened his heart 10 times
2. God hardened his heart 10 times

Isaiah 55:6—Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.

3. They would not believe (v37, 40) so they could not believe (v39)

E. The Pharisees “believed” but were not confessing Him 

John 2:23-25—Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing. 24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men, 25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.

1. Because of fear of excommunication
2. They loved the approval of man vs God (Cf. John 5:44)
3. Indicating their faith was superficial

John 5:44—How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God?

Sidebar: Is simply believing the facts about Jesus enough to save?  What is the nature of genuine faith?

1. Objective Component 

How do I view the Savior?

Hebrews 11:6—And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Romans 10:9-10—that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

2. Subjective Component 

How do I view me?  

James 4:6-10 [highlights mine]—But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 
· 7 Submit therefore to God. 
· Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
· 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
· Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
· and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
· 9 Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. 
· 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord,
· …and He will exalt you.
(Cf. Matthew 5)

III. The critical outcomes of both

John 12:44-50—And Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me. 45 He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me. 46 I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 50 I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.”

A. He who believes in Me, believes in Him who sent Me (AKA, you don’t know God)

John 5:24—“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.

John 8:19—So they were saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 

John 10:38— but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 

1. You cannot believe in the Father without believing in the Son
2. He who sees the Son sees the One who sent Me (John 14:9)

B. He is the light that has come into the world; 
Because you don’t know God, you reject the Light

John 8:12—Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 

Colossians 1:15—He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

Hebrews 1:3a—And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power…

C. Those who believe will not remain in darkness

1. He rescues us

Colossians 1:13—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son

2. We become sons of light (vv35-36)

D. Those who hear and do not obey (v 47)
… If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them

1. Unbelievers (3:36; Romans 2:8)
2. Sons of disobedience (Eph 2:2: 5:6)

E. At His first coming, He did not judge

1. He came instead to save

John 3:17—For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 

Luke 9:56a—for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them…

1 John 4:14—We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.

F. He will judge in the future

Acts 17:31—…because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”

Romans 2:16—on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

G. Those who reject will be judged

1. Those who reject are under a death sentence (Great White Throne Judgment, Rev 20)
2. The means of not being judged is to believe
3. His words are what will judge them at the last day 

a. Judged because of their deeds (Law)
b. Judged because of their refusal to believe the Gospel

4. They condemn themselves

Hebrews 12:25—See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven. 

John 12:49-50—For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 50 I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.”

H. Fully God, the Son submits to the Father

1. He speaks only what the Father has given Him
2. The words are unchangeable and absolute

Matthew 5:18—For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

1 Peter 1:25—BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER. And this is the word which was preached to you.

So what?  
God’s chosen nation received many blessings, but rejected their Messiah.  They were judged because of their rejection.  There is overwhelming evidence of the truth of who Jesus is.  Do not neglect so great a salvation by a refusal to believe.  Repent and embrace the claims of the Gospel while it is still called today.  
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