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Living Sacrifices to God 
Romans 12:1-8
3 imperatives to living out the gospel
I. Present yourself as a living and holy sacrifice 
Romans 12:1—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
A. Done in the context of the riches of His mercies
Romans 11:33-36—Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. 
Romans 3:23-26—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Romans 6:11—Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
B. Done as our spiritual service of worship
Romans 12:1d—…which is your spiritual service of worship. 
1 Peter 2:5—you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
II. Do not let the world squeeze you into its mold 
Romans 12:2a—And do not be conformed to this world…
Ephesians 4:17-20—So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. But you did not learn Christ in this way…
A. Rightly understanding the meaning of “world” in this context
B. Rightly understanding that the world is evil
1 John 2:15-17—Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever. 
Stop assuming an outward expression which is patterned after this world, an expression which does not come from, nor is representative of what you are in your inner being as a regenerated child of God.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Kenneth Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies from the Greek New Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1955], 1:206–7] 

C. God rescued us from the world
Galatians 1:3-4—Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father… 
Colossians 1:13—For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son
D. The world cannot see the light of the gospel of Christ
2 Corinthians 4:3-4—And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
1 Corinthians 2:14—But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
E. The goal of your life is to be shaped into the image of Christ 
Romans 8:29—For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren…
2 Corinthians 3:18—But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 
III. Be transformed by the renewing of your mind
Romans 12:2a—And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind
	Old Mind
(Romans 1:18-32)
	Renewed Mind

	Suppresses the truth about God (v.18)
	Believes the truth about God

	Does not honor God (v.21)
	Honors God

	Does not thank God (v.21)
	Thanks God

	Futile in thinking (v.21)
	Useful and effective thinking

	Claim to be wise (v.22)
	Trust God to be wiser

	Exchanges the glory of God for images (v.23)
	Exchanges idols for the glory of God

	Exchanges truth of God for a lie (v.25)
	Exchanges a lie for the truth of God

	Worships and serves the creature (v.25)
	Worships and serves the Creator

	Dishonorable passions (v.26)
	Honorable passions

	Does not acknowledge God (v.28)
	Acknowledges the Lord 

	Depraved mind (v.28)
	Renewed mind

	Disobeys the command of God (v.32)
	Obeys the command of God


Colossians 3:10—and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him
Ephesians 4:20-24—But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 
A. So that [purpose clause] you will discover God’s perfect will
Romans 12:2—And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
Ephesians 5:8-10—for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 
B. Think correctly about who God has made you to be
1. Not more highly than one ought to think, but soberly
Romans 12:3—For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 
2. The church is different and diverse, yet united in one body
Romans 12:4-5—For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
3. Each member is gifted to serve for the good of others and the glory of Christ
Romans 12:6—Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly
Romans 12:1—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
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