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An Outrageous Possibility[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

3 characteristics of a friend of God
I. A Friend of God Cultivates Productive Faith
A. Written against the backdrop of “dead faith”
James 1:1 - James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad: Greetings.
Matthew 3:7-8 - But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;”
Matthew 7:21 - “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.”
Titus 3:5-7 - He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
B. Not all supposed faith is saving faith
James 3:19 - You believe that God is one.  You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
C. Productive faith is compassionate
James 2:15-16 - If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
II. A Friend of God Acts on the Word
A. The example of Abraham
James 2:21-22 - Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;
B. The teaching of Paul
Romans 4:1-3 - What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
C. Understanding the balance
1. Paul is speaking about when Abraham placed his faith in God (Genesis 15).  James is talking about when Abraham demonstrated the genuineness of his faith years later in his willingness to obey God and offer his son Isaac (Genesis 22).
2. The word justify in the Bible (dikaioo) can mean either acquittal or vindication (proof).  The moment we repent of our sin and trust Christ as Savior and Lord, we are instantaneously and absolutely forgiven (acquitted) of our sin on the basis of God’s grace through faith.  After we are saved, we have opportunities to prove our faith (to justify its validity) by obeying Christ’s commands.
3. James is not dealing with the means of salvation in this passage, but the outcome of salvation.
4. “Justification by faith” involves our standing before God, “justification by works” involves our standing before man.
III. A Friend of God Never Starts that Way
A. We are born as enemies of God
Ephesians 2:1-3 - And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.
B. Christ’s blood is sufficient enough to make even the vilest sinner His friend
Romans 5:20 - …where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
C. Implications to those who are not yet His friend
D. Implications to those who are Christ’s friend but want to strengthen the relationship
v. 23 - and the Scripture was fulfilled…
John 15:14 - You are My friends if you do what I command you.
Galatians 2:20 - “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”
E. Implications to those who have messed up
James 2:23 - The Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God. 
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