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June 4, 2023
The Gospel of John:
What You Do, Do Quickly
John 13:18-30
Context
The most notorious traitor in human history is Judas Iscariot.  In spite of incredible privileges and position, he betrayed the Son of Man with a kiss.  It’s hard to imagine the number of miracles as well as the teachings he witnessed first-hand for 3 full years, yet in spite of it all, he cashed Jesus in or 30 pieces of silver.  His behavior only reminds us of the capabilities of the human heart despite the best of circumstances. 

Little is actually known of Judas prior to being chosen as one of the twelve.  His father was Simon Iscariot (John 6:71).  Surname means “man of Kerioth.”  He was the only disciple not from Galilee.  He is always listed last in Scripture when identifying the original twelve and has a pejorative label associated with him.  As treasurer of the group, he was trusted (John 12:6) and was unsuspected as a traitor; but rather, a master deceiver. 

4 divisions of the betrayers actions
Fulfillment of scripture
John 13:18—I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’ 
This was no surprise to Jesus
To dispel any concerns about Jesus’ understanding
They were spiritually clean—but not all of them

John 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.

Jesus intentionally chose Judas so that scripture would be fulfilled

John 17:12—While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.

Psalm 41:9—Even my close friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.

Psalm 55:12-14—For it is not an enemy who reproaches me,
Then I could bear it; Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, Then I could hide myself from him. 13 But it is you, a man my equal, My companion and my familiar friend; 14 We who had sweet fellowship together Walked in the house of God in the throng.

Old Testament prophecies from long ago

Zechariah 11:12-13—I said to them, “If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!” So they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages. 13 Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter, that magnificent price at which I was valued by them.” So I took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the house of the LORD.

Matthew 27:3-10—Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to that yourself!” 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.” 7 And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the sons of Israel; 10 AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER’S FIELD, AS THE LORD DIRECTED ME.”

God’s providential plan does not mitigate Judas’ sin

He freely chose his own desire
He is fully accountable
The same is true regarding His chosen status as a disciple

Luke 6:13—And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles

Luke 22:22—For indeed, the Son of Man is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 

Ephesians 1:11—also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will

Many of the teachings of Christ applied to him

The unjust steward—Luke 16:1-13
Wedding garment—Mathew 22:11-14
Love of money—Matthew 6:19-34
Greed—Luke 16:13
Pride—Matthew 23:1-12

John 6:70—Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?”

Matthew 26:24—The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good [g]for that man if he had not been born.” 

Announcement made in advance

John 13:19-21—From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am He. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” 21 When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and testified and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me.” 

Before it comes to pass

Affirming His deity (omniscience and foreknowledge)
Building the [soon to be shaken] faith of the disciples

John 2:25—and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.

Uses the “I Am” 
(Cf. Exodus 3:13-14, John 8:24, 28, 58)

Truly, Truly…
There is no disconnect here
The disciples would have been shocked at the news
Perhaps the traitor would discredit them and their message
Their understanding of the establishment of the immediate kingdom would be dashed

They would be sent
This would not change their commission
They would still be His representatives
An “apostle” refers to one sent out having the full authority of the person who sent him, much like an ambassador today.  But although the apostles had a unique, nontransferable authority (cf. Ephesians 2:20), all believers represent Jesus Christ in the world.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, p., 78.] 


2 Corinthians 5:20—Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

Jesus is troubled in spirit

Troubled (tarasso)—severe mental or spiritual turmoil
There are things that troubled the Lord
Betrayal of Judas—v27
Knowledge of the pending cross and sin–bearing—2 Corinthians 5:21
Separation from the Father—Matthew 27:46

The rest shaken and confused

John 13:22-25—The disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking. 23 There was reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 24 So Simon Peter *gestured to him, and *said to him, “Tell us who it is of whom He is speaking.” 25 He, leaning back thus on Jesus’ bosom, *said to Him, “Lord, who is it?

One of them—which one?

Mark 14:19—They began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, “Surely not I?” 

Matthew 26:25—And Judas, who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself.”

Luke 22:23—And they began to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was going to do this thing.

Peter wants to know so He asks John

John was reclining on Jesus’ bosom—next to Him at the table
Whom Jesus loved—John was overtaken by the love of Christ for him

John 13:1b—… having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

John doesn’t know, so he asks Jesus

Jesus reveals and Satan enters

John 13:26-30—Jesus then *answered, “That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him.” So when He had dipped the morsel, He *took and *gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Therefore Jesus *said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose He had said this to him. 29 For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the things we have need of for the feast”; or else, that he should give something to the poor. 30 So after receiving the morsel he went out immediately; and it was night.

Jesus must have been speaking softly
He dips the morsel and gives it to Judas

Morsel—mixture of bitter herbs, vinegar, water, salt, crushed dates, figs, and raisins
No remorse or change of heart, Judas remains hard-hearted

Satan enters into him 

Luke 22:3—And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the number of the twelve. 

2 Corinthians 6:2—for He says, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED YOU.” Behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY OF SALVATION”

Diving mercy gave way to divine judgment

1 Corinthians 5:5—I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

1 Timothy 1:20—Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.

What you do, do quickly

Matthew 26:50—And Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you have come for.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.

Jesus is in control of every detail

John 10:18—No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”

There was speculation, but no one knew

Judas departs
It was night

Luke 22:53—While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 26:18—to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’

So what?  
To have the privilege to hear the truth of God’s word does not guarantee that one will believe it.  To love the world and the things of the world will have devastating consequences.  Judas loved money.  

There will always be Judas types in every generation.  Those who give every appearance of their commitment and sincerity, but are deceivers.  The evil one will make sure of it.  The warning to believe the truth of the gospel and embrace it fully (regardless of the temporary costs) will more than be compensated at the first appearance of our Savior.  
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