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John 15:12-17
Text
“This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 17 This I command you, that you love one another.
Two Main Points
I. Jesus is Lord 
Rm 10:9-10—that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.   
1 Cor 12:3—Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
Kurios—One who has power, ownership, and absolute authority.  It is used 750 times in the New Testament.  Used in context, it is slave language.
Despotēs, absolute ruler.  
Jude 4—…and deny our only Master and Lord [despotés and kurios], Jesus Christ. 
Luke 6:46—Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 
Luke 9:23—And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 
Luke 9:24—For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.
II. Christians are His Slave 
Doulo, slave—used 127 times in the New Testament.  Although most of the passages are translated “servant” or “bond-servant”. 
A slave is someone who is bought and owned, has no personal rights, no legal standing, could not own property and had no freedom or autonomy.    
A servant is someone who does something—serves.  A slave is someone who is something. 
A Doulos does not describe any function, it describes a relationship.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Slave: The Hidden Truth About Your Identity in Christ, John MacArthur] 

Ebed, (Hebrew word) slave—used 800 times in the Old Testament.
Christians have yielded up unqualified submission to the control and commands of the Lord.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid.] 

I Cor 6:19-20—Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 
Rev 5:9—And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 
2 Cor 4:5—For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your [doulos] for Jesus’ sake.
Acts 2:17—AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says,
‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND;
AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY,
AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS,
AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS;
18 EVEN ON MY [DOULOS], BOTH MEN AND WOMEN,
I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT
And they shall prophesy. 
Acts 4:29—And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your [doulos] may speak Your word with all confidence,
Rev 1:1—The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His [doulos], the things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His [doulos] John,
Rev 22:3—There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His [doulos] will serve Him;
Rev 22:6—And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true”; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His [doulos] the things which must soon take place.
Paul—(Rom, Phil, Titus) “Paul, a [doulos] of Jesus Christ”
James—A [doulos] of the Lord Jesus Christ (James 1:1)
Peter—A [doulos] of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Pet 1:1)
Jude—A [doulos] (Jude 1)
John—A [doulos] (Rev 1:1)
Jn 15:16—You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
Matt 10:24—A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master.
Phil 2:5-9—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a [doulos], and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,
Rev 2:17—He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.’  
Matt 25:21—His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful [doulos]. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
Luke 17:7-10—“Which of you, having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’? 8 But will he not say to him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and serve me while I eat and drink; and afterward you may eat and drink’? 9 He does not thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, does he? 10 So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves [doulos]; we have done only that which we ought to have done.’”
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