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God Ruling Us—Coming to Grips with 
Jesus as Our Benevolent King[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Steve Viars] 

3 truths about the Lordship of Christ that help us properly define ourselves
I. Jesus is the Benevolent King of Each of Those Who Truly Know Him
A. The confusion on this issue historically
1. Revivalism
2. Second blessing theology
B. The centrality of repentance and Lordship to the gospel message
Acts 2:36 - Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.
Acts 16:31 - They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
“The Lord will not save those whom He cannot command.  He will not divide His offices.  You cannot believe on a half-Christ.  We take Him for what He is—the anointed Savior and Lord who is King of Kings and Lord of all lords.  He would not be who He is if He saved us and called us and chose us without the understanding that He can also guide and control our lives.” (A.W. Tozer, I Call it Heresy, pp. 18-19)
C. Lordship was emphasized repeatedly in Jesus’ ministry
Matthew 16:24 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”
Matthew 10:37 - He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
“This is a common defect in times of prosperity.  In days of hardship, particularly persecution, those who are in the process of becoming Christians count the cost of discipleship carefully before taking up the cross of the Nazarene.  Preachers do not beguile them with false promises of an easy life or indulgence of sins.  But in good times, the cost does not seem so high, and people take the name of Christ without undergoing the radical transformation of life that true conversion implies.” (James Montgomery Boice, Christ’s Call to Discipleship, p. 14)
D. Lordship was emphasized repeatedly in the apostles’ ministry
2 Corinthians 4:5 - For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.
E. It is essential that we choose to view ourselves as living in joyful submission to a marvelous King
“The call to Calvary must be recognized for what it is: a call to discipleship under the lordship of Jesus Christ.  To respond to that call is to become a believer.  Anything less is simply unbelief.” (John MacArthur, The Gospel According to Jesus, p. 30).
II. Jesus’ Lordship Helps You Exercise Dominion Over Your Environment (Circumstances)
Genesis 1:26 - Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
A. Jesus allows and directs our circumstances
Ephesians 1:11 - also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,
B. Jesus uses our circumstances for our good and His glory
Romans 8:28 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
 III. Jesus’ Lordship Helps You Exercise Dominion Over Your Body
A. He can help you overcome sin in your physical body
Romans 6:6-7 - knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.
B. He can use disease as an opportunity to mold you into the image of Christ
Psalm 119:71 - It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes. 
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