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Contention within the Ranks 
Nehemiah 5:1-19
Acts 20:28-30—Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
3 basics to solving internal problems biblically
I. Deal with problems and sinful responses today
A. Historical Context in Nehemiah’s situation
Ezra 1:7—Also King Cyrus brought out the articles of the house of the LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and put in the house of his gods;
(cf. II Chronicles 36:18, Daniel 1:1, 2)
Ezra 1:11—All the articles of gold and silver numbered 5,400. Sheshbazzar brought them all up with the exiles who went up from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
B. The root problem
1. Greed (cf. Isaiah 56:9-12; Amos 2:6-7, 5:11-12)
Jeremiah 22:13-17—Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness and his upper rooms without justice, who uses his neighbor’s services without pay and does not give him his wages, Who says, “I will build myself a roomy house with spacious upper rooms, and cut out its windows, paneling it with cedar and painting it bright red.” Do you become a king because you are competing in cedar? Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and righteousness? Then it was well with him. He pled the cause of the afflicted and needy; then it was well. Is not that what it means to know Me?” Declares the Lord. But your eyes and your heart are intent only upon your own dishonest gain, and on shedding innocent blood and on practicing oppression and extortion.
2. Precipitating factors
a. Famine, v 3
b. King’s tax, v 4
c. Usury (excessive interest), v 5-6
3. Unfolding of events 
a. Because of the famine, they were hungry
b. As such, they mortgaged their fields for money to buy grain and pay taxes
c. With the inability to pay the loan, they lost their land
d. To raise funds, they sold their sons or daughters into indentured service or outright slavery in order to survive
e. There was an outcry!
Nehemiah 5:1—Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers.
C. How to deal with an injustice well
1. It is the responsibility (and privilege) of every believer to admonish unrighteous behavior
Romans 15:13-14—Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another. 
Galatians 6:1—Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.
2. Deal with injustice with a righteous anger
Nehemiah 5:6—Then I was very angry when I had heard their outcry and these words. 
3. Deal with injustice by controlling your emotions
Nehemiah 5:7—…I consulted with myself…
James 1:19-20—This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 
4. Seek biblical solutions to what is right and just
cf. Exodus 22:25, Leviticus 25:35-37, 39-41, Deuteronomy 23:19
Deuteronomy 23:19-20—You shall not charge interest to your countrymen: interest on money, food, or anything that may be loaned at interest.  You may charge interest to a foreigner, but to your countryman you shall not charge interest, so that the LORD your God may bless you in all that you undertake in the land which you are about to enter to possess.
5.  At the same time, provide Godly compassion
Nehemiah 5:7—And I consulted with myself, and contended with the nobles and the rulers and said to them, “You are exacting usury, each from his brother!” Therefore, I held a great assembly against them.
6.  Always pray and ask God to redeem situations and hearts
Nehemiah 5:8—And I said to them, “We according to our ability have redeemed our Jewish brothers who were sold to the nations; now would you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to us?” Then they were silent and could not find a word to say.
7. Allow your life to be a witness and testimony—especially to the lost
Nehemiah 5:9—Again I said, “The thing which you are doing is not good; should you not walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the nations, our enemies?”
8. Remember that in the end, God will judge
Nehemiah 5:13—I also shook out the front of my garment and said, “Thus may God shake out every man from his house and from his possessions who does not fulfill this promise; even thus may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said, “Amen!” And they praised the LORD. Then the people did according to this promise.
II. Listen, then act 
A. A time to be silent
Nehemiah 5:8— …Then they were silent and could not find a word to say. 
Proverbs 25:12—Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold is a wise reprover to a listening ear. 
B. Lay aside (put off) things that displease the Lord
Nehemiah 5:10—…let us leave off this usury.
Ephesians 4:22—that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit…
C. Act quickly to right the wrong
Nehemiah 5:11—Please, give back to them this very day their fields...
D. Commit to the Lord your desire to honor Him 
Nehemiah 5:12—Then they said, “We will give it back and will require nothing from them; we will do exactly as you say.” So I called the priests and took an oath from them that they would do according to this promise. 
E. Follow through with what you say—just do it!
Nehemiah 5:13—And all the assembly said, “Amen!” And they praised the Lord. Then the people did according to this promise. 
III. Exemplify a Godly example 
A. Even refusing what you “have a right to”
Nehemiah 5:14—for twelve years, neither I nor my kinsmen have eaten the governor’s food allowance. 
B. Choosing not to take advantage of your position because of a fear of God
Nehemiah 5:15—But the former governors who were before me laid burdens on the people and took from them bread and wine besides forty shekels of silver; even their servants domineered the people. But I did not do so because of the fear of God. 
Proverbs 1:7—The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
C. Apply yourself to the work
Nehemiah 5:16—I also applied myself to the work on this wall…
D. Do not be distracted
Nehemiah 5:16—…we did not buy any land…
E. Give wise instruction for others to stay the course
Nehemiah 5:16—…all my servants were gathered there for the work. 
F. Care and provide generously for others
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nehemiah 5:17-18—Moreover, there were at my table one hundred and fifty Jews and officials, besides those who came to us from the nations that were around us…Yet for all this I did not demand the governor’s food allowance, because the servitude was heavy on this people. 
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