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John 15:17-25 (NASB)
“This I command you, that you love one another.18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He who hates Me hates My Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. 25 But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.’
Background
Acts 2—The church is born 
Acts 3—Peter preaches a sermon
Acts 4—Apostles are arrested and put in jail by the Jewish authority. 
Acts 5—they are put in jail again. 
Acts 6—Identify early church believers by name (i.e. Stephen)
Acts 7—Stephen is stoned to death by a mob after a false trial before the Jewish high court, the Sanhedrin. 
Acts 8—General persecution breaks out against believers lead by Saul.
Acts 9—conversion of Saul into Paul and immediately faces threats in Damascus.
Acts 12—First Apostle (James, the brother of John) is murdered killed by Herod.  Herod also imprisons Peter with the intent of executing him but is set free by an angel. 
Acts 10-28—ongoing persecution of Paul and others as they preach the gospel.   
Who persecuted Christians historically?
1. Jews—viewed Christians as heretics
Jn 16:2—They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God.
2. Gentiles
a. Romans—for nearly 300 years they persecuted Christians for the following reasons: political (Jesus is Lord not Caesar), refusal to sacrifice to Caesar; served another King, secret meetings at night roused suspicion of revolution and riots–especially with the poor (1 Cor 1: 27-28); bad for business (Acts 16, 19).
i. Emperor Niro (64 AD), Peter and Paul likely killed.
ii. Domitian (90 AD), more extensive persecution. John banished to island of Patmas; Antipas martyred.
iii. Emperor Decius (250 AD).
iv. Diocletian (303 AD3).  Churches destroyed, scrolls of Scripture burned, Christians massacred.  
v. Constantine (324 AD).  Established Christianity as a state religion. Forerunner of the Roman Catholic System which continued to persecute the true church.  That continued through the Reformation.  
Persecution is the cost of discipleship.
Luke 9:23—And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
Jn 13:34-35—A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.
1 Peter 2:17— Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.
1Cor 13:1-2— If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.


3 Reasons Why the World Hates Christians

I. 	We are not of the world, vv 18-19

The world (kosmos)—“the evil fallen.”  

Jn 12:31— Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

Jn 14:30— I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me

Jn 8:44— You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks [a]a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of [b]lies.
Rom 1:32— and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.
Prov 29:27— An unjust man is abominable to the righteous,
And he who is upright in the way is abominable to the wicked.
2 Cor 4:2— but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.
Gal 6:4—But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.
Phil 2:15—so that you will [a]prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you [b]appear as [c]lights in the world,
Eph 5:11—Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even [a]expose them;
James 4:4—You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Col 1:13—For He rescued us from the [b]domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of [c]His beloved Son,
1 Peter 5:8—Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
1 Jn 3:11-13—For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 12 not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you. 
Jn 7:7—The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil.
1 Tim 3:12—Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
Matt 13:25— But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed [a]tares among the wheat, and went away.
II. They hated Jesus, v 18

Jn 15:20—Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.

Matt 10:24— A [a]disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master.

Matt 5:11— Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.

III. The world doesn’t know God, vv 21, 23, 24

Jn 7:28-29— Then Jesus cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, “You both know Me and know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know. 29 I know Him, because I am from Him, and He sent Me.”

Jn 8:19— So they were saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.”

Jn 8:41— You are doing the deeds of your father.” They said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.”
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