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The Gospel of John:
Love One Another As I Have Loved You, Pt 2
John 13:31-38

Context
Although many people would identify themselves as Christians by cross necklaces, tattoos, or their clothing, the real mark of a follower of Jesus is an internal transformation.  Regeneration always results in a changed life—thoughts, attitude, actions.  It is the fruit that is born out of a genuine conversion.   

Galatians 5:22-23—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Ephesians 5:8-10—for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

Colossians 3:12-15—So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 

Luke 6:43-45—For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit. 44 For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush. 45 The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart. 

The summing up of what true fruit looks like is love. Christians are to be known for their love.  We love because God is love.  We love because we are the recipients of His love (Titus 3:5-7 Romans 12:9-21; 1 Corinthians 13:3-5; 1 Peter 1:22-25). 

1 John 4:7-11—Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

God’s word repeatedly gives warning of those who will make claims of knowing God but do not (Cf. John 2:23-24; 6:60-66; 12:25-26).   What makes it sometimes difficult to discern is they often have an external appearance of being genuine—verbal assent, visible morality, knowledge of Scripture, involvement in church activities, etc.  The rich young ruler is a prime example (Matthew 19:16-21).

This portion of Scripture gives the start of a farewell address from our Lord (12:31-16:33).  He gives them the final charge to do what they will be commissioned to do.  As such, He instructs, makes promises, gives warnings and commands them on what will be required.  Quintessential to doing that work is selfless love—modeled and seen in the supreme love provided by Christ himself.  

3 Characteristics of Supreme Love 
It is self-sacrificing
John 13:31-33—Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus *said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in Him; 32 if God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and will glorify Him immediately. 33 Little children, I am with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’

Christ’s death would bring God glory

John 15:13—Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

1 John 3:16—We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

1. Christ’s greatest humiliation

Philippians 2:8—Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

2. Christ’s greatest moment of glorification

John 17:4-5—I glorified You on the earth, having accom-plished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

Philippians 2:9-11—For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL  BOW, those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Now is the Son of Man glorified (referring to His death on the cross)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 3:13—The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him.

His death provided salvation by satisfying God’s justice

Colossians 2:14—having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

Romans 3:25—whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed

   Destroyed the power of sin

Romans 8:3—For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh

Destroyed the power of Satan

Hebrews 2:14—Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil 

1 John 3:8—the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 

4.    Destroyed the power of death

God is gloried in Him

Christ’s death displayed God’s power—God raised Him from the dead
	
Acts 3:15—but put to death the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses.

(Cf. 4:10; 13:30; Rom 10:9; Gal 1:1; Col 2:12; I Peter 1:21)

Christ’s death declared God’s justice—sin had to be atoned

Romans 6:23—For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Isaiah 53:6—All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity  of us all To fall on Him.

Christ’s death revealed God’s holiness—God’s hatred toward sin is most clearly seen in His Son’s death

Galatians 3:13—Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”

Habakkuk 1:13a—Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, And You can not look on wickedness with favor. Why do You look with favor On those who deal treacherously?

Matthew 27:46—About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “ELI, ELI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” that is, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?”

His death expressed God’s faithfulness—God promised a redeemer

Genesis 3:15—And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

Matthew 1:21—She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”

His death exemplified God’s greatest expression of love

Romans 5:8—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

1 John 4:10—In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

God will also glorify Him (Jesus) in Himself (v32)

Looks beyond the cross

  His position at the right hand of God

Matthew 26:64—Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.”

Acts 2:33—Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.

Philippians 2:9—For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name

John 17:5—Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

God would glorify Him (Christ) immediately—His resurrection   and ascension would shortly follow 

Hebrews 12:2—fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

His glorification meant that He would depart from them

That thought was not well received

John 14:1-2—“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 

John 16:16-18—“A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me.” 17 Some of His disciples then said to one another, “What is this thing He is telling us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is talking about.”

He had warned the Jews earlier

John 12:35-36—So Jesus said to them, “For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. 36 While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light.”

Little Children—term of affection

I’m with you a little longer
Where I’m going, you can’t come
His comment to His disciples was clearly different than that of the Jews (John 16:16)

What was most difficult for them to understand in the moment would be THE most necessary and loving thing Christ could have done for them

John 10:11—I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

He came to serve and give His life a ransom for many

John 3:16—For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. 

It is Modeled

John 13:34-35—A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

In what way is it a new commandment?  

1 John 2:7-9—Beloved, I am not writing a new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning; the old commandment is the word which you have heard. 8 [c]On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining. 

2 John 5— Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.

We are to love one another 

John 15:12-13—This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.

Romans 5:5—and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

That is not possible without His power

Christ’s life and death exemplified what that means

Practical Examples:
Seek to reconcile with those you have wronged
Be quick to forgive
Live at peace with others

Romans 12:18—If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.
By this all men will know that you are My disciples

Our identification as Christ’s disciple is a manifestation of His love

Our doctrine must be accurate and the proclamation of truth must be upheld, BUT without our practice of love: 

It will displease the Lord
We will be disobedient
We will misrepresent Him
It will not be attractive to unbelievers

Ephesians 4:15—but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ. 

1 John 3:14—We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. 

III. It is Extensive

John 13:36-38—Simon Peter *said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.” 37 Peter *said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You.” 38 Jesus *answered, “Will you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three times.

The eternal significance of His love
The contrast of His love vs Peters

So what?
Without the person and work of Christ on behalf of sinful men, we would know no peace with God.  We would have no salvation.  We would be eternally damned.  Through His death on the cross, we not only have forgiveness, but we have a clear model to follow on what Godly love looks like.  We understand more of the character and nature of God (so as to love Him more deeply) as well as know how we are to love others because of His love toward us who believe.   

Matthew 22:37-40—And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 38 This is the great and [o]foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 40 On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
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