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A Life Set Apart 
Romans 12:9-21
John 16:33b—In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.
2 Timothy 3:12—Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
3 ways who you are affects what you do
I. Have genuine love
A. By hating evil and clinging to the good
Romans 12:9—Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. 
a-hupocritos – not being like an actor on a stage
1 Timothy 1:5—But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
B. By diligently pursuing love
Romans 12:10-11—Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.
Philippians 2:12-13—So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
C. By maintaining hope, especially when it’s tough
Romans 12:12—…rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer…
D. By helping your brother
Romans 12:13—…contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 
II. Have enduring love  
A. By blessing persecutors
Romans 12:14-15—Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 
Romans 6:11—Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
B. By thinking biblically during persecution
Romans 12:16—Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 
2 Corinthians 13:11—Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.
Philippians 2:2—make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.
C. By living in harmony, v. 16
James 2:9—But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
1 Timothy 5:21—I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.
III. Have overcoming love
A. With the right plan
Romans 12:17—Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 
B. With a heart’s desire toward peace
Romans 12:18—If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 
C. Without seeking revenge
Romans 12:19—Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 
D. Without letting evil rule; rather, overcome evil with good
Romans 12:20-21—But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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