A Bitter Tongue
James 3:1-18
Introduction
3 Biblical ways in which bitterness is used
1. Regarding a bitter way to live
2. Regarding a bitter heart
3. Regarding bitter circumstances
Primary Passage
James 3:8-11—But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?

3 principles to guide our speech and avoid a bitter tongue
I.  Pitfalls to avoid 
Proverbs 18:21—Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit. 
A. A bitter tongue affects us all
James 3:2—For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 
James 3:8—But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 
Bitter (OT – Marah, NT – pikros) – sour, brackish taste, the opposite of sweet. The poisonous, putrid bile from the gall bladder. An inner emotional feeling of deep sorrow, or an outwardly directed anger that cries out to the power that seems to be causing the problem.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, p. 528-529] 

B. A bitter tongue has considerable impact 
1. Like bits into the horses’ mouths 
James 3:3—Now if we put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct their entire body as well. 
2. Like a very small rudder
James 3:4—Look at the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. 
C. A tongue both blesses and curses
James 3:9—With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God.
D. A tongue vs other features of God’s creation
II.  Priorities to examine 
Matthew 12:34-37—For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings out of his evil treasure what is evil. But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.
A. A bitter tongue’s characteristics  
1. Bitter jealousy
James 3:14a—but if you have bitter jealousy…
Acts 8:20-23—But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you.  For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.
2. Selfish ambition
James 3:14b—…and selfish ambition in your heart…
James 3:16—For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist…
Those whose lives are based on and motivated by human, ungodly wisdom are inevitably self-centered, living in a world in which their own personal ideas, desires, and standards are the measure of everything. Whatever and whoever serves those ends is considered good and friendly; whatever and whoever threatens those ends is considered bad and an enemy. Those who are engulfed in self-serving worldly wisdom resent anyone or anything that comes between them and their own objectives.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Commentary on James, John MacArthur, p 171] 

3. Arrogant
James 3:14c—[But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart], do not be arrogant…
4. Lie against the truth
James 3:14d—[But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant] and so lie against the truth. 
B. A bitter tongue’s source
James 3:15—This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic. 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Earthy 
2. Natural
3. Demonic

A description of man’s wisdom as: 1) limited to earth; 2) characterized by humanness, frailty, an unsanctified heart, and an unredeemed spirit; and 3) generated by Satan’s forces (cf. 1 Cor. 2:14; 2 Cor. 11:14–15).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The MacArthur Study Bible] 

C. Its result
James 3:16—For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing. 
III. Put-ons to embrace
James 3:17—But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.
A. Edifying words 
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1. 
2. Pure
3. Peaceable
4. Gentle
5. Reasonable
6. Full of mercy
7. Good fruits
8. Unwavering
9. Without hypocrisy

Ephesians 4:29—Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.
B. Peace—the result
James 3:18—And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 

Next Steps: 
 
1. In what ways is your speech not reflective of the way the scripture would say it should be for a believer?  Ask God for His forgiveness and help to change it.
2. If the circumstances of life are especially tough right now, remember that God has not abandoned you and that He is using these challenges for your good and His glory.  Ask God to give you the wisdom from above to avoid the pitfalls of a bitter tongue.  
3. Christian father—allow the truths of the gospel to center your thoughts and give grace, mercy, and peace. 
4. Rejoice in those truths today and celebrate as a family God’s rich blessings.  
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