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Genesis 15-17 (various passages therein)
Overview
“God had called a childless, landless, tribal based, idolatrous wanderer who tended to be a squatter and thus a nuisance on other people's lands to leave his way of life, to leave his tribe and his family, to leave his idols, to leave his geographical location in order to receive land for a landless wanderer, a life-giving relationship with God in place of dead relationship with idols, to receive purpose of being a blessing to the nations instead of a nuisance and to receive a child that would provide the physical lineage that would be a blessing to the world.” –Dr. Brent Aucoin

Gen 12-13—Abram is willing to give up his wife to save his own but God delivers
Gen 14—Abram rescues Lot from the king of Sodom 
Gen 15—God renews His covenant with Abram
Gen 16—10 years later, God promise that Sarai will bear a son
Gen 17—15 years later (when Abram is 99 years old), God changes his name to Abraham making him a “father of a multitude of nations”  

Hebrews 6:19—This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast
4 Evidences of an Anchored Faith
I.       An ever greater dependence of God’s promises
25 years of waiting for God to fulfil His promise to Abram for the child of promise
Mark 9:23-24—And Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’ All things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief.”
A. Based on His Word and our deepening understanding of it
B. Resulting in a lessoning of worldly thinking and attachments 
II.       An ever greater sense of our own futility 
III.       An ever greater expectancy of His will and ways

IV. An ever greater conviction that God alone is our anchor 
Gen 15:17–18—It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land,
From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates 
A. Because God does what He says He will do 
B. Because salvation for our failures comes through the gospel (foreshadowed here pointing toward Christ) 
Hebrews 6:13-19—For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.” And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast
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