


The Gospel of John:
Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled
John 14:1-6

Context
In this life, we will have troubles.  That is inescapable.  But that does not lead us to despair.  Jesus will later say this same night, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  
Matthew 6:34—So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Acts 14:22—…strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 
1 Corinthians 1:3-5—…Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge
Exodus 34:6—Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth
James 5:11—We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

The Lord is comforting His disciples at the very time where they should have rightly been comforting Him.  This is the night before His death and He knew full well what was coming.  Though the cross, with its sin bearing (2 Cor 15:21) and separation from the Father (Matt 27:46) was imminent, Jesus’ focus was not on His own ordeal.[footnoteRef:1]  Instead, He was concerned for the disciples who were distraught over His departure and whose world would be rocked.  They were hurting, confused, shaken and anxious.  They would weep and lament (16:20).    [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21 p.97] 

The Comfort that Jesus Offers His Disciples
They must believe in Him, v1

John 14:1—“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me...
Don’t trouble your hearts—the first command

He’s not saying don’t start to have your hearts troubled; They already were troubled
Troubled—“to shake” or “to stir up”
The compassionate Savior is ever concerned with their grief

Isaiah 53:3—He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

Hebrews 4:15—For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 

You believe in God, believe also in Me—the second command

This affirms Christ’s deity
They hoped in God; hope also in Him

Genesis 15:6—Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Deuteronomy 6:4—“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!

Psalm 25:1-2—To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2 O my God, in You I trust, Do not let me be ashamed; Do not let my enemies exult over me.

They did not see God, yet trusted in Him
Jesus is saying, do the same with Me

Believe (pisteuo)—refers to an ongoing trust in Him
He would be with them

Hebrews 13:5b—…for He Himself has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,”

Genesis 28:15—Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

John 14:16-18—I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

He assures them with promises, v2-3

John 14:2-3—In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 




There are many dwelling places in My Father’s house

Father’s House—AKA Heaven

Country (Hebrews 11:16)
City (Hebrews 12:22)
Kingdom (2 Timothy 4:18); God is King (Matthew 11:25)
Paradise (Luke 23:43); beauty beyond imagination (Rev 2:7)
Place of rest (cf. Hebrews 4:1-11)
Free from sin and the Devil (John 15:19; 17:14) 


Dwelling places

One large house with many rooms
Not separate structures
The emphasis is on fellowship with God

Revelation 21:3-4—And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”

I will come again and receive you  

1 Corinthians 15:51-54—Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18—But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

There is no reference to judgment and establishing His kingdom
Therefore it is not the second coming
Between the rapture and the second coming, the church will celebrate the marriage supper of the Lamb
Revelation 19:7-10—Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he *said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he *said to me, “These are true words of God.” 10 Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he *said to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
He declares that He is the way, v4-6

John 14:4-6—And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 

You know the way

He’s returning to the Father
He told them so, but they did not understand

John 13:36—Simon Peter *said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered, “Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later.”

I AM the way

6th “I AM” statement (cf. 3:35; 8:12; 10:7, 9, 11, 14; 11:25; 7th in 15:1, 5)
There is no other way to the Father but through the Son

John 10:7-9—So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

Acts 4:12—And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”

He is the Truth

John 1:14—And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:17—For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.
Revelation 19:11—And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.
He alone possesses the Life of God

John 1:4—In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 

1 John 1:1—What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life

John is writing his gospel account with this in view

John 20:31—… but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

Summary: The scripture is abundantly clear that the only way to the Father is exclusively through His only-begotten son.  We work against the lie that would tell us otherwise—that there are many ways to God. 

John 10:7b—…I am the door of the sheep.

John 10:8—All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.

John 10:9— I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

Matthew 7:13-14—Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Luke 13:24—Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.

John 3:36—He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

1 Corinthians 3:11—For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

Christianity actually became known as “The Way.”

Acts 9:2—…and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Acts 19:9a, 23— But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, … About that time there occurred no small disturbance concerning the Way.

Acts 22:4a—I persecuted this Way to the death…

Acts 24: 14, 22a—  But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets….But Felix, having a more exact knowledge about the Way, put them off… 



