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The Gospel of John:
The Effects of Apostate Religion
John 5:1-16
John 4:46-54—After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes. 3 In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered, [waiting for the moving of the waters; 4 for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from whatever disease with which he was afflicted.] 5 A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had already been a long time in that condition, He said to him, “Do you wish to get well?” 7 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 9 Immediately the man became well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk. Now it was the Sabbath on that day. 10 So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not permissible for you to carry your pallet.” 11 But he answered them, “He who made me well was the one who said to me, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?” 13 But the man who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped away while there was a crowd in that place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “Behold, you have become well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 15 The man went away, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the Sabbath.
Context
During Jesus’ earthly ministry, incredible miracles were frequent and common.  Never had “they seen anything like this” (Mark 2:12).  In His mercy and compassion, Jesus did miracles that alleviated the suffering of the people. He healed the sick, raised the dead, cast out demons, and fed large crowds of people.  He healed with authority.  He spoke with authority (Matthew 7:28-19; Luke 7:46).  As a result, many flocked to Him.  One would have thought that many would have believed in His name, but sadly, there were not.  There were only a handful of true disciples—120 in Jerusalem (Acts 1:15) and 500 Galileans (1 Corinthians 15:6; cf. Matthew 28: 7, 16). 
This narrative today is really less about the extraordinary miracle performed, but on the power of a false, apostate religion—Judaism, as well as the leader’s subsequent persecution of Jesus because of His disregard for their man-made rules (John 5:16).  For the next 3 chapters in John’s account, opposition is the predominate theme. 
3 characters and 3 different attitudes
I. Jesus and His extraordinary compassion
A. The setting
After these things—An unspecified period of time during or following His Galilean ministry
A feast of the Jews—John identifies 6 feasts but this is the only one that isn’t specifically identified.  3 major feasts required all Jewish males to attend: Passover, Tabernacles, and Pentecost [Weeks] (Deuteronomy 16:16; Ex 23:17; 34:23).

Jesus went up to Jerusalem—He attended the feast as required by the Law to fulfill all righteousness.

Sheep gate called Bethesda—the gate close to the temple to allow sheep for sacrifices to enter (Nehemiah 3:1, 32; 12:39).  The pool would have fed the sheep and used for other purposes—including purification.  
B. God is a God of compassion
Exodus 34:6—Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth.”
Psalm 86:15—But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.
2 Corinthians 1:3—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort

C. [bookmark: _GoBack]This man had received no compassion

Ill for thirty-eight years—the scripture gives us no further clarification on the nature of his ailment—likely paralyzed or too weak to move freely/quickly.

Water is stirred up—there was a superstition that an angel stirred the water and in so doing, those who immediately entered were healed.  This is NOT in the earliest manuscripts

1. No one was willing to help this man

2. Others were concerned for their own well being
D.  Jesus gives him 3 commands

1) Get up 2) pick up your pallet 3) walk

Genesis 1:3—Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
John 1:3—All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.
Colossians 1:16—For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
E. This man receives more than he could ever have expected

immediately…became well…and began to walk—Jesus’ healing was instantaneous and whole.  Moreover, it wasn’t contingent on him believing.   
II. The Jews and their extraordinary hatred

A.  The miracle happened on the Sabbath
B. Jesus deliberately heals on the Sabbath 

1. The man’s condition was not life threatening
2. He was constantly at the pool

The Lord not only wanted to show mercy to this man; He also wanted to call the nation to repentance by confronting the self-righteous and unbiblical stipulations that lead to their illusion of spiritual life.  They had become experts at substituting their traditions for God’s commands (Matt 15:9).[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John MacArthur, John 1-11, p. 176.
] 

C. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath 
Matthew 12:8—For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.
Mark 2:27—Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.” 

1. The OT prohibited working on the Sabbath (Ex 31:12-14; 35:2)
2. The OT did not specify exactly the kind of work prohibited
3. It appears to be normal or week-long occupations in mind
4. The rabbis took it much further than Scripture
5. Carrying loads were forbidden (Neh 13:15-18; Jeremiah 17:21-22)
D. The Jews were irate at someone’s disregard for the Sabbath 
III. The man and his extraordinary ingratitude
A. Initially, he was unaware of who headed him
B. Jesus slipped away but did not abandon him
(cf. John 8:59; 10:39; 12:36)
C. Jesus finds him and warns him

Apparently, this man’s illness was connected to some sin.

“Although Scripture is clear that illness is not always an immediate result of personal sin (9:1-3), it also teaches that some sicknesses are directly related to deliberate disobedience”[footnoteRef:2]

(cf. Ps 32:3-4; Deuteronomy 28:58-61; Leviticus 26:14-16; I Corinthians 11:30). [2:  Ibid. p. 178.] 

D. Without repentance, this healed man would deal with a much worse fate
E. His response: he goes and told the Jews it was Jesus 
After an unspeakable gift of mercy from the Lord, the man is so deceived with a false religion and the leaders who held the people captive, that he turns on Jesus—unimaginable ingratitude.  
This began the Jew’s open hostility toward Jesus and relentless persecution that would ultimately result in Jesus’ crucifixion.
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