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A Christian’s Response to the Government
Romans 13:1-14
Isaiah 55:8-9—For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
Colossians 1:28—We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ. 
3 civic responses to please the Lord
I. We must be citizens who obey
A. Government is an ordained instrument of God 
Romans 13:1a—Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities… 
1. Every person is to be in subjection 
2. All authority is from God
Romans 13:1b—…For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 
3. To oppose the government is to oppose God
Romans 13:2—Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 
B. Government is God’s instrument of judgment
Romans 13:3-4a—For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good…
1. To those who do evil
Romans 13:4b—…But if you do what is evil, be afraid…
2. To wield the sword
Romans 13:4c—…for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 
C. Government is an agent of service
Romans 13:6-7—For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 
1. servants of God
2. servants of man
Matthew 22:21—…Then He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s.” 
Romans 12:1—Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
II.  We must be citizens who love
A. The debt we owe is to love one another
Romans 13:8a—Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another…
B. The fulfillment of the law is to love your neighbor as yourself
Romans 13:8b-10—…for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. For this, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
Romans 6:17-18—But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
III.  We must be citizens who live holy lives
A. Lay aside the deeds of darkness
Romans 13:11-12b—Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of darkness…
B. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ
Romans 13:12c-14—…put on the armor of light.  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 
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