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Friend of God
God with Us
2 Chronicles 28:2 [Ahaz] walked in the ways of the kings of Israel
“From Ahaz’s point of view [Aram] and Ephraim constitute a major threat, but from God’s point of view they are negligible and need not occupy the king’s time.” (The New International Commentary on the Old Testament:  The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, p. 196)
Isaiah 7:9 If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all. (NIV)
Psalm 46:7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
“Apparently it is because his mind is already made up.  He is going to trust his and his nation’s fate to Assyria, and he does not want…evidence that such a drastic decision is unwarranted.  Any sign provided by Isaiah could only be an embarrassment to him, so he attempts to avoid the dilemma by an appeal to piety.” (The New International Commentary on the Old Testament:  The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39, p. 203)
Isaiah 7:16 For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land whose two kings you dread [Aram and Israel] will be forsaken.
Isaiah 8:4-5 For before the boy knows how to cry out 'My father ' or 'My mother,' the wealth of Damascus [Aram] and the spoil of Samaria [Israel] will be carried away before the king of Assyria.
I. Significance of Immanuel
 Immanuel = “God with us”
Matthew 1:20-23 “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall be with Child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.”

Matthew 1:20-23 “you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”
II. Implications of Immanuel
A. Make sure He is with  you
Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 
Isaiah 59:2 Your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death…
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Romans 10:9 If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
B. Find encouragement in trials
	Matthew 28:20 Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
C. Overcome temptation and sinful  habits
D. Develop your relationship with God
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God
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