

The Gospel of John:
Extraordinary Promises
John 14:7-14
Context
In this unique and extraordinary section of scripture (John 13-16), Jesus gives His final address to His disciples before His pending death.  Of all the gospel writers, John is the only one to record the upper room discourse.  In it, we see many promises Jesus makes to His disciples and then prays for the Father to fulfill not only those to the apostles but to extend promises to ALL those who would ever follow Him.  “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word” (John 17:20).
The Lord offers these promises in the context of His amazing love.  “Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end” (John 13:1).
The disciples are having a very difficult time with His departure.  Their expectations were crumbling and Jesus (knowing their thoughts) reassures them with such pathos and kindness to tell them it is better for Him to depart.  God will be glorified and they will receive unimaginable promises.  
Promises extended
The promises based on the relationship (Jesus & The Father)

John 14:7-11—If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip *said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus *said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.
If you (plural) had known Me 

Matthew 16:16—Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

John 6:69—We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.
Matthew 21:9—The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Hosanna in the highest!”
As much as they knew, it wasn’t complete 

A fuller understanding would come later

Affirming His deity (1:1-3,14,17,18; 5:18, 8:58; 10:30-33; 19:7; 20:28-29)

Colossians 2:9—For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form

Hebrews 1:3—And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high

You know Him, and have seen Him

Phillip’s question (v8) suggests that they didn’t fully get it

It wasn’t until after His death, resurrection, ascension, and the coming of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost) that they would finally understand the relationship (John 14:17, 26; 15:26; 16:13; 20:28; Acts 2:22; 3:12; 4:8-12; 5:29-32) 

Because that understanding would certainly come in the future, Jesus spoke of it as if it were a present reality.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John 12-21, 104.] 


Lord, show us the Father

Consistent with their lack of understanding

The group (pronoun “us”) wanted more visible evidence

John 4:24—God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.

Perhaps Phillip was hoping for a theophany—Jacob (Gen 32:30), Samson’s parents (Judg 13), Moses (Ex 33:18-23; 34:6-7), the Elders of Israel (Ex 24:9-10), Isaiah (Isa 6:1-4), Ezekiel (Ezek. 1:1)

More likely show faith

Matthew 8:26—He *said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” 

John 20:25—So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”

Do you not know me? (v9)

If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the Father (v9)

Likely sadness on Jesus part

John 1:10—He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

John 8:19—So they were saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also.” 

John 16:2-3—They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 3 These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 

Despite being with them for so long, they still did not understand

Perhaps because He didn’t meet their Messianic expectations

Acts 1:6—So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”

The question—Do you believe that I am in the Father?

The command—Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me

They must believe by faith

Ephesians 2:8—For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God

Acts 15:9—and He made no distinction between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 

The Words I speak…

John 3:34—(JTB) For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure. 

John 7:16—So Jesus answered them and said, “My teaching is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 

Matthew 7:28-29—When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29 for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

Otherwise believe the works themselves

John 5:36—But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me.

John 10:25—Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe; the works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me. 

The promise of greater works

John 14:12—Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.
Greater works you will do

Not greater in power but greater in extent

Acts 5:12-16— At the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon’s portico. 13 But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. 14 And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number, 15 to such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them.

Hebrews 2:3-4—how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

Spiritual miracle of Salvation

Jesus did not preach outside of Palestine and to Jews primarily

The Gospel will go to the ends of the world will reach Jew and Gentile

This was only available because Jesus was going to His Father 

John 7:39—But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Acts 1:5—for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.

Acts 1:8—but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

The promise of delivery

John 14:13-14—Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.
Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do 

Philippians 4:19—And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Tagging “In Jesus Name” at the end of a prayer isn’t a magic formula

Should we pray in His name—YES

It is praying consistent with His purposes?

Matthew 6:10—Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

It recognizes our spiritual inadequacies and utter dependence on Him

It focuses on His glory in His answer and in His time

To pray in Jesus’ NAME—is consistent with His person, His purposes, and His preeminence[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Ibid, 108.] 


Summary: Jesus would continue to care for them well past His physical presence with them.  They need not be disillusioned with His going, but to focus instead on His promises and asking the Lord to increase their faith so they would genuinely believe and act on that belief and His promises.  

Mark 9:24b—…“I do believe; help my unbelief.” 


