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The Gospel of John:
The Son Doing His Father’s Work
John 5:17-20
Context
A right identification and understanding of the person and work of Jesus is critical.  Without it, one’s faith is in question as a biblical view of Jesus as the object of our faith is paramount for salvation.  Many today view Jesus as a good moral teacher or a model for faith, but they do not see Him as God and THE object of their faith.  They do not accept the biblical claims of Jesus being divine.  
Our text this morning comes on the heels of Jesus healing a crippled man on the Sabbath.  Jesus uses the Jewish leader’s apostasy regarding their man-made Sabbath rules to tell them of His deity.  Jesus did not violate the OT Sabbath regulations, but rather, the rabbinic additions to those regulations.  
The Jews had much to say about Jesus that was not good.  Because they could not deny the miracles of Jesus, their explanation for them as well as their rationale on how He could perform them is explained is explained in this way: 
· John 8:48—The Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 
· John 7:20—The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who seeks to kill You?”
· John 8:52—The Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.’ 
· John 10:20—Many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?” 
· John 8:41—You are doing the deeds of your father.” They said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father: God.”
· Matthew 12:24-—But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons.”
John 5:17-24—But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.” 18 For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.  19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes. 22 For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, 23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
5 assertions Jesus makes claiming deity
I. Jesus is God in His person
John 5:17-18—But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.” 18 For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.  
A. God is working
1. Jesus is directly confronting the Jewish challenge of working on the Sabbath
2. The Jews made observing the Sabbath a central issue
3. The Sabbath was not instituted for God’s benefit but for man’s 
a. It does not apply to God
Mark 2:27—Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.”
b. It is true that God did rest after His creation work
Genesis 2:2—By the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.
c. He does not tire or become weak
Isaiah 40:28—Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.
d. The purpose of His resting in creation was to set a Divine example for us
Exodus 20:9-11—Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
B. Jesus is working
Colossians 1:16—For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
Hebrews 1:3a—And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power…
Matthew 12:8—For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.
C. In response, the Jews were all the more eager to kill Jesus
1. He was breaking the Sabbath
2. Worse, He was claiming to be God
John 1:1—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
John 8:58—Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”
John 20:28—Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
Philippians 2:6—…who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped
II. [bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus is God in His Works
John 5:19-20— Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel.
Truly, truly—in contrast to the lies that they had believed, Jesus speaks truth
A. Jesus can do nothing of Himself
B. Whatever the Father does, the Son does in like manner
John 17:21—…that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.
John 12:45—He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me.
John 14:9-10—Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 
C. The Father loves the Son
John 3:35—The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand. 
John 17:26—…and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.
Matthew 3:17—and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”
2 Peter 1:17—For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”
Love (phileo)—the love of deep feelings; the warmth of affection that a father feels for his son.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  The MacArthur New Testament commentary, John MacArthur, John 1-11, p. 188.] 

D. The Father would show Him greater works
1. Raising the dead, v21
2. Judging all people, v22 

III. Jesus is God in Life and Death, v21
IV. Jesus is God in Judgment, v22
V. Jesus is God in Honor, vv23-24
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