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The Law of Liberty
Romans 14:1-12
Biblical Passages to help us think about liberties—especially how avoid the trap of judgmentalism
Romans 13:8—Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 
Ephesians 4:1-3—Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proverbs 6:16-19—There are six things which the Lord hates, yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers. 
Galatians 6:1—Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 
Romans 15:14—And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another. 
Matthew 7:1—Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 
Matthew 7:2-5—For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, “Let me take the speck out of your eye,” and behold, the log is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 
1 Corinthians 5:2—You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst. 
1 Corinthians 5:6-7a—Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened…
Romans 14:1—Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. 
Acts 28:2—The natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain that had set in and because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received us all. 
4 reasons why we ought not to poorly judge others
I. Because God accepts those who are His
Romans 14:1—Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.
Galatians 3:24—Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 
Galatians 2:21—I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.
Romans 1:16-17—For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous man shall live by faith.” 
Romans 14:2—One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only. 
A. Including the stronger brother
Romans 14:3a—The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat…
B. Including the weaker brother
Romans 14:3b—…and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him. 
Colossians 2:16-17—Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day—things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 
II. Because God sustains those who are His
Romans 14:4—Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
A. Who are we to judge another’s servant
B. The Lord is fully capable of making us stand
III. Because God knows those who are His
A. God grants us freedoms in many ways 
Romans 14:5—One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind. 
Ephesians 4:5—one Lord, one faith, one baptism
B. Freedom choices are made based on motives and desires 
Romans 14:6—He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God. 
C. Freedom choices are rightly made only in gospel context 
Romans 14:7-8—For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 
IV. Because God will judge those who are His
Romans 14:10-12—But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God. 
A. We should not wrongly judge others; we do not have all the facts
Romans 14:13— Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way. 
Cf. Matthew 7:1-5
B. God alone is the righteous, sovereign, omnipotent Judge
Hebrews 9:27-28—And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment  28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.
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