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Friend of God
God Interceding for Us[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Steven Viars] 

“I have often kept watch on the borders of the Shire the last few years.  Gandalf seldom left it unguarded.”
Hebrews 7:25 - Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
I. An Example of God’s Intercession
Exodus 32:6 - …the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.
“The Hebrew word allows for the inclusion of drunken and immoral activities so common to idolatrous fertility cults in their revelry.  Syncretism had robbed the people of all ethical alertness and moral discernment.” (MacArthur Study Bible)
A. Amazing that God would allow Moses to function in this way
Luke 24:27 - Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
B. Amazing that Moses would be willing to function in this way
C. Amazing that the people would not recognize, appreciate, or value the process
II. The Way Your Friend Intercedes
A. Between you and the old covenant
Hebrews 8:6 - But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.
Hebrews 9:15 - For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
Hebrews 12:24 - and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
1 Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
B. Between you and your adversary
Job 2:6 - So the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your power, only spare his life.”
1 John 4:4 - …greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.
C. Between you and yourself
Romans 8:16 - The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,
1 John 5:13 - These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
1. Theologically
Romans 10:9-10 - that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
2. Historically
2 Timothy 1:12 - …for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.
3. Experientially
1 John 2:3 - By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.
D. Between you and your pain
Romans 8:26-27 - In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
E. Between you and your temptation
Hebrews 2:18 - For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.
Hebrews 4:15-16 - For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
F. Between you and your Father
1 John 2:1-2 - My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
III. The Duration of Your Friend’s Intercession
Hebrews 7:23-25 - The former priests, on the one hand, existed in greater numbers because they were prevented by death from continuing, but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently. Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 
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