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Love is Patient[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Faith Church, Steve Viars] 


1. The Worlds view of Love:

a. Absence of problems
b. Actually, it’s hopeless
c. It makes you feel better
d. It is finding someone who can help you explore deeper aspects of yourself

2. Overview of Biblical Love:

Hebrews 10:24—…let us consider how to stimulate one another to love…

1 Corinthians 14:1—Pursue love…

1 Thessalonians 3:12—May the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love…

2 Corinthians 8:8—…I want to test the sincerity of your love…

Philippians 2:2—…maintaining the same love…

1 Peter 4:8—Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

Colossians 3:14—Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

Romans 13:8-10 

Matthew 22:37-40

John 13:34-35—A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.



I. Love in Context 

A. The church at Corinth was very troubled and immature
 
B. The chapter is in the context of a discussion of spiritual gifts

1 Corinthians 12:1 - Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.

1 Corinthians 14:1 - Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

1. Without love, you are nothing

a. For those who are gifted with tongues

1 Corinthians 13:1 - If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

b. For those gifted with prophecy or knowledge

1 Corinthians 13:2 - If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

c. For those gifted with giving

1 Corinthians 13:3 - And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

II. Love’s Meaning 

A. Greek words

1. Eros
2. Phileo
3. Agape—“A choice of the will to sacrifice oneself to meet the needs of the other person for the glory of God.”

B. God went first.  He is our model and example

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
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Ephesians 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,

III. Characteristic #1 of Love—Patient 

1 Corinthians 13:4 - Love is patient…

Patient—holding off all expressions of anger for a long period of time

Ephesians 4:26 - Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 

Ephesians 4:31-32 - Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

You can't be patient without understanding anger and you can't be patient without understanding love.
image2.jpeg
¢bridgewcfer
community church

bridgewatercc.org




image1.jpeg




