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The Gospel of John:
The Spirit of Truth Will Be With You
John 1415-19
Context
Without question, there are times when we read the scriptures and although we comprehend the words, we are left wondering about its meaning. It is challenging because it presents to us the most inscrutable divine mysteries that our limited resources and mental capacities cannot fully comprehend.  Understanding the trinity is just one example.  Jesus gives us some insights into this mystery in the upper room discourse.  God has given us all that He wants us to know about Himself in the pages of Scripture—not more, not less (2 Peter 1:3).   
We not only have insights into the Godhead, but we also see promises He has made to those who love Him.  As Christians, we anticipate all the promises God makes to those who believe in His Son, and come to Him for salvation.  Those promises are laid up in heaven for us.  
1 Peter 1:1-5—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Romans 8:16-17—The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
1 Corinthians 2:9—but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”
On this side of eternity, we will never fully know the extent of His goodness and blessings, but we continually “pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” (Ephesians 1:18).  
The most glorious inheritance we could ever receive is God Himself.  Heaven is not simply a place of incredible splendor and incalculable riches, but it is magnificent because God Himself will be present (Matthew 13:45-46).  It is the place where our relationship with Him is fulfilled.  So heaven then becomes the eternal residence where we have a fulfilled relationship with the living, triune God.  This portion of Scripture gives us a preview of the fullness of that presence.  As believers, God gives us a down payment on the full presence of the Trinity that we will experience in heaven when there is no more sin and we have a resurrected body.  
The Gift of the Triune God
The promises that follow in these verses has a qualifier.  That is to say, the promises apply to only certain individuals (in context, they were given to His true disciples).  Thus far in chapter 14, He has made the following promises:

· I’m going to prepare a place for you (v 2)
· I will come again and receive you to Myself (v3)
· The works that I do, he will do also (v12)
· Greater works than these he will do (v12) [Greater in extend, not in kind]
· Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do (v13)
· If you ask Me anything in my name, I will do it (v14)
The qualifier is in verse 15—If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
The Lord includes this comment statement to indicate To Whom such promises are made.  Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, John records a lot more of the same that Jesus makes…
14:21—He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” 
14:23—Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 
14:24—He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.
15:10—If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 
15:15—No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.
17:6—“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 
1 John 2:3-5—By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 6 the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.
1 John 4:19-21—We love, because He first loved us. 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also.
1 John 5:2—By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.
A true Christian is known by his love and obedience. Love is the motive, obedience is the action.  
We look at others:
Actionstry and interpret their heart
God looks at:
Heartinterprets their action 

I. The gift of the Spirit

John 14:16— I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
A. Jesus will ask the Father

1. Jesus is the intercessor (High Priest)
2. He will send another Helper

B. Another Helper

1. Allos (another)—specifically refers to another of the same kind
2. Paraklētos  (Helper)—One called alongside to help
3. Jesus will send another (of the same kind; exactly like Himself) to come alongside them in the same way that He was alongside them

C. The Holy Spirit is the perfect substitute for the Lord Jesus Christ

1. He will teach them; strengthen them; intercede for them; give them power from on High; guide them; lead them; convict them; give them the words to say; speaks, reveals, etc. 
2. He possessed the attributes of personhood
a. Intellect (He knows the thoughts of God—1 Cor 2:11)
b. Emotion (He can be grieved—Eph 4: 30)
c. Will (He distributes spiritual gifts—1 Cor 12:11)
3. He can be lied to (Acts 5:3), blasphemed (Matt 12:31), insulted (Heb 10:29)
4. Scripture uses masculine pronouns for Him although spirit (pneuma) is neuter

D. He is the third person of the Trinity

1. Spirit of God (Ezek 11:24; Matthew 3:16)
2. Spirit of Jesus (Acts 16:7; Gal 4:6; Phil 1:19)
3. Spirit of Life (Romans 8:2)

E. He is the Spirit of Truth

John 15:26—When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 

John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

1. He will reveal to the Apostles the inspired truth of the New Testament

John 14:26—But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 

John 16:13—But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

2. He was the Spirit of Truth for the OT as well

2 Peter 1:19-21—So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

F. The world cannot see Him or know Him

1. It didn’t recognize Christ

John 1:10—He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 

Acts 13:27—For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. 

2. It won’t recognize the Spirit

I Corinthians 2:14— But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

G. The disciples will know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

1. This does not mean that the Spirit is not active then (pre-Pentecost)
(Gen 6:3; 1 Chron 12:18; Ps 51:11; 139:7-12; 143:10; Ezek 36:27).
2. None in redemptive history could be saved without the Spirits work
3. He “abides with them” (present tense)
4. The Spirit was present in a general sense; He will be with them in an unprecedented way by living within them—in a personal and permanent way

Romans 8:9— However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 

1 Corinthians 12:13—…which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

II. The gift of the Son

John 14:18-20—“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also. 20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
III. The gift of the Father

John 14:21-24—He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) *said to Him, “Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.
Summary: Aware of the distress of His disciples, He points them to the ultimate source of hope—the Triune God.  There is no greater confidence and assurance.  
2 Corinthians 1:3-4—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
2 Tim 3:13-17—But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.
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