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The Law of Liberty, pt 2
Romans 14:13-23
The New Testament gives us incredible freedoms in Christ.  We no longer are under the penalty of sin because of the redeeming love of our Savior.  Apart from sin, we are free to enjoy the good gift from our Father (James 1:17).  However, we are obligated to use those freedoms in a way that pleases the Lord and serves others.    
Strong and weak believers have a mutual responsibility to love and fellowship with each other and to refrain from judging the other’s convictions in regard to issues that the New Testament neither commands nor condemns.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Romans 9-16, p. 288] 

Philippians 2:5-8—Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
I Peter 2:16—Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.
1 Corinthians 9:23—I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.
6 actions to correctly address our liberties in Christ
I. Don’t cause your brother to stumble
Romans 14:13—Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way. 
1 Corinthians 8:9—But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
II. Don’t hurt your brother by exercising your freedom 
Romans 14:14-15a—I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love…
Acts 10:15b—“What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”
1 Timothy 4:3b-5—God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude; 5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.
III. Don’t ruin your brother’s well-being in the process
Romans 14:15b—Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.
Matthew 18:14—So it is not the will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones perish.
IV. Don’t let what should be good be thought of by others as evil
Romans 14:16-19—Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as evil; 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another. 
It is possible to so abuse our liberty in Christ in regard to fellow believers that we create conflicts within the church that give the world cause to criticize and condemn those who claim to hold brotherly love in such high esteem.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Ibid. p 296] 

A. Features of God’s Kingdom
1. Righteousness
2. Peace
3. Joy in the Holy Spirit
Galatians 5:22-23—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
B. To those who serve in this way
1. They are acceptable to God 
2. They are approved by men
1 Corinthians 9:19-23—For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more. To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some. I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it.
C. Pursue the things which make for peace
[bookmark: _GoBack]2 Corinthians 13:11—Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.
Ephesians 4:3—being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
V. Don’t tear down what God is building
Romans 14:20-21—Do not tear down the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are clean, but they are evil for the man who eats and gives offense. It is good not to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.
Ephesians 2:10—For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
1 Corinthians 8:12-13—And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to stumble.
VI. Don’t harm yourself by failing to recognize your liberty from God’s perspective
A. To the strong Christian
Romans 14:22—The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 
B. To the weak Christian
Romans 14:23—But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin.
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