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Friend of God
God Our Father[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr. Steve Viars] 

3 blessings of having a Father in Heaven
I. Guidance – Because of a Spirit Who Leads Us
Romans 8:14 - For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
A. Often fathers must lead their children in an entirely different direction than the one that comes naturally to the child
Proverbs 14:12 - There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.
James 1:14-15 - But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.
B. A father’s task is often to provide teaching that is counter-intuitive
Romans 8:13 - for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
Proverbs 12:15 - The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel.
Proverbs 10:8 - The wise of heart will receive commands, but a babbling fool will be ruined.
II. Confidence – Because of the Blessing of Adoption
Romans 8:15 - For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again…
A. You no longer have to fear condemnation
 Romans 8:1 - Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:34 - who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
B. When you repent of your sin and trust Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, you are adopted into the family of God
Romans 7:19 - For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.
C. You can speak to God with terms of great endearment.
Romans 8:15 - by which we cry out, Abba, Father…
III. Endurance
[bookmark: _GoBack]Romans 8:17 - and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
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