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God Who Disciplines with Grace
Genesis 27-28

We often use the word “blessing,” but what does it really mean?   What did it mean during the time of the Patriarchs?  
“Blessing” represents God’s promise of: 
1. Fruitfulness of Creation 
2. Dominion over the earth 
3. Relationship with the Creator God
4. Coming through of lineage of Abraham
3 reasons God graciously disciplines His children
I. So we would know where blessings DO NOT come from
A. Cultural norms or the world’s expectations
1. Esau—favored by his father, a man’s man, hairy, outdoorsman, hunter, firstborn, position of power and privilege
2. Jacob—favored by his mother, fair skinned, cook, weaker, deceiver, usurper, trickster
3. Unrighteous behavior
B. Nearly every one of the future 10 commandments were broken
C. Commandments that would be given to the nation of Israel
II. So we would know how worthless our ways of seeking blessings are
A. Seeking Revenge
Genesis 27:41—So Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him; and Esau said to himself, 'The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob.’
B. Running from problems
Genesis 28:10—Then Jacob departed from Beersheba and went toward Haran.  He came to a certain place and spent the night there, because the sun had set; and he took one of the stones of the place and put it under his head, and lay down in that place. 
C. Leaving the well of abundance for a place of emptiness
Why does God promise us blessing but allow us to go through the wilderness? 
III. So we would know His presence and power
A. On Earth as it is in Heaven 
Genesis 28:12a—He had a dream, and behold, a ladder [ramp] was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven…
B. His presence with His people
Genesis 28:15--Behold, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.
C. His sovereign reign accomplishing His purposes
Genesis 28:12b-13—…and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, 'I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants
D. Nothing is out of place in the seeming emptiness of the moment because GOD IS AT WORK!
1. God is disciplining his child to trust Him and not go his own way
2. All aspects of the emptiness are orchestrated by a loving God to teach us that He and His ways are best 
3. He is working for our good
E. New Testament corollary—Who does God use as that ramp for us?  Answer: Jesus 
John 1:46-51—Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and decending on the Son of Man.”
Hebrews 12:4-13—You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.” It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness. Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed. 
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